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FORMER FIRST LADY
HOSPITALIZED
Former first lady Barbara
Bush was hospitalized for
routine tests, according to
Fox News. The routine tests
were not serious, spokeswoman Jean Becker told
Fox News.
"She hasn't been feeling
well for about a week, and
the doctors thought she
should come in and undergo a battery of tests," Becker
said. "It's not serious. She
just hasn't been feeling herself and they're just trying to
figure out why."
FORD S E L L I N G V O L V O
Ford Motor Co. signed a
deal to sell the Volvo car unit
to Zhejiang Geely Holding
Group Co. in China, according to Fox News. The Swedish car brand, Volvo, has
been a trouble car for Ford
Motor who sold it for $1.8
billion. The deal with China
included "financing from
banks in China, the U.S. and
Europe, including low-interest loans guaranteed by the
governments of Sweden
and Belgium, according to
Friday's edition of the Wall
Street Journal," Fox News
said. China has never owned
the full operations of a major foreign automaker before, according to Fox News.
COMMUNICATION
RUNNING LOW IN T H E
CONGO
In December, a rampage
in the remote Democratic
Republic of Congo, killing
more than 300 people, carried little coverage due to
a lack of communication,
according to CNN. The rampage that was carried out
by the Lord's Resistance
Army over a period of over
four days, not only resulted
in the death, but also in the
abduction of 250 people, including nearly 80 children,
according to CNN. During
the massacre "gangs tied up
villagers, including Women
and children, and hacked
them to death," Human
Rights Watch told CNN.
Alan Doss, a United Nations Special Representative for Congo, told CNN
that "the world body was
made aware of the attacks
in December and confirmed
some deaths in January."
Efforts to gain better communication in northeastern
Congo, an area the size of
Spain, are being made. Doss
also told CNN.
COAL.NINE'CAYE-IN

More than 120 people
were trapped in the Wangjialing coal mine in China's
Shanxi Province, due to a
flood within the mine, according to CNN. Officials
said that 123 workers remain trapped in the coal
mine after 138 escaped to
safety, according to Reuters.
The flood was caused by
underground water that
gushed into the mine, according to CNN. The official
Xinhuanews agency reported to CNN that the mine "is a
key project approved by the
provincial government in a
coal-rich area."

WHERETHERE'S SMOKE ...THERE'S A BURNED
OUT LIGHT BULB — North Cannpus was evacu-

EMILY DEFOSSEE"

No fire at LU Online
Emily DeFosse
FEATURE

rubber and smoke started entering
the office.

EDITOR

Daily routines at North Campus
were interrupted Monday afternoon
when the building was evacuated after
smoke was detected in the Liberty
University Online (LUO) office.
• According to LUO Assistant
Dii'ector Phil Milakovic employees
were sitting at their desks taking
calls when they began to smell burnt

According to Chief of Police for
Liberty University Police D epartment
(LUPD) Col. Richard D. Hinkley
there was lots of smoke in the LUO
office when LUPD arrived on the
scene so the building was evacuated
and the fire department was called.
After
the
fire
department
determined the building was safe to

B1.

was bad; but that does not mean it is
the only one."
Maintenance workers had to check
every light in the LUO office for
ballasts to ensure that the problem
was fixed and would not repeat itself
Contact Emily DeFosse at
ebdefosse(Sliberty.edu.

University may
get property
rights back
Amanda Sullivan
E D I T O R IN C H I E F

A recent survey conducted by the Liberty
Champion shows that Liberty students do
make a significant financial impact on the City
of Lynchburg's budget through paying taxes.
The Champion received responses from 4,320
on-campus, commuter and on-line students.
Of that number, 3,084 participants were on-line
students. A total of 865 residential on-campus
students took the survey, and resident commuter
students comprised 371 total participants.

Amanda Sullivan
EDITOR IN CHIEF

"Not bearing the responsi,bility of taxes in the
city and still voting in the city elections is granting the students representation without taxation"
a News & Advance Letter to the Editor read on
Oct. 15,2009.
This point of contention between Liberty University students and the City of Lynchburg has
presented itself in many letters to the editor in the
local paper as many Lynchburg residents do not
believe that students pay taxes.

City Councilman Turner Perrow noted Liberty's contributions to Lynchburg in a News &
Advance article.

":.. The decision to register (Liberty) students
to vote in Lynchburg has started me thinking,"
a News & Advance Letter to the Editor read on
Oct 23, 2008. "Will theii- votes affect decisions
in our city? Will they be required to pay the fees
and taxes that the average citizen of Lynchburg
has to pay?"

"(Liberty) is one of the only businesses in
Lynchburg that is growing right now, and when
they grow and bring in more students, they bring
in more money to the economy," Perrow said in
the article.

SERIEScontinuedonA3

In the past two years. Liberty University students have become serious contenders in
electoral races. Simply because of the sheer
number of potential voters, the students have
the ability to change the overall political layout of the city of Lynchburg - a fact to which
many Lynchburg citizens are-wise. However,
Liberty University does not want to change
or take over the city, the school only wants its
property rights re-established, according to
Liberty's Chancellor Jerry Falwell Jr.
Liberty has been fighting to get the conditional use permit (CUP) process revoked
and in a recent meeting between Falwell,
Mayor Joan Foster and City Manager Kimball Payne, it was decided that such a request
was an option. Falwell requested a zoning ordinance change that will give Liberty back its
original B-5 status, requiring no CUP.

PROPERTY continued on A3

HEALTH CARE V. CONSTITUTION

Liberty sues
government
Melinda Zosh
NEWS

EDITOR

Liberty University is the first private institution in the
United States to sue the federal government for passage of
the health care reform bill. Liberty Counsel is suing on behalf of the university, according to Dean of the Law School
Mat Staver.
Liberty is not alone in the health care battle. Thirteen
states' attorneys general have alsofiledsuit on similar claims,
including Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli.
Staver and Chancellor Jerry Falwell Jr. held a press
conference at North Campus on Tuesday March 22, announcing that the organizations are suing on grounds of
unconstitutionality
"We are named Liberty for a reason, and this is an attack
on liberty" Falwell said. "This is a travesty and unconstitutional in so many ways and we felt an obligation to challenge it."

Inside the Champion
A4

reenter^ maintenance teams went to
work to determine the source of the
problem in the LUO office.
Assistant Maintenance Manager
Jeriy W Childress supervised the
investigation.
, "What we think happened is we
had a ballast burn up in one of the
light fixtures ... and that created the
smoke" Childress said. "We are still
trying to locate it. We found one that

Survey shows student taxes
g impact local economy

HEALTH CARE continued
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ated d u e to smoke at LUG. The fire departnnent
Investigated a n d d e t e r m i n e d t h e cause was a
b u m e d light ballast.
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CHRIS MABES

SAFETY FIRST — Lack of crosswalks on Wards Road put pedisterians at risk.

Pedestrian plan precarious
Melinda Zosh
NEWS EDITOR

students who walk across the busy four-lane
road without sidewalks or crosswalks and
there is potential for disaster.

Wards Road is a cause of controversy in
the upcoming city council election. Approximately 30,000 vehicles travel the road
every day, according to Director of Auxiliary
Services Lee Beaumont and a recent traffic
study

Norm Walton, an engineer at Perkins-Orrison, has worked with this area and said that
any pedestrian crossing four lanes of traffic
without walkways and lights is in a dangerous
position, he said.

Add to that congestion and the 50 or more

WARDS continued onAS
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Making it count: register
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Vote or Die
Yearbook wins

Last year's Selah yearbook
received the recognition of Silver
Crown by the Columbia Scholastic
Press Association (CSPA) for the
third year in a row. Advisor Carrie
Barnhouse and three student
editors visited New York City
from March 13-18 to receive the
award from the CSPA. Liberty
University is one of nine colleges
to receive this award, and was
also awarded the College Media
Advisers' Apple Award for "Best
In Print" for the fifth consecutive
year. The Selah yearbook is
also a Pacemaker finalist for its
2009 edition, according to the
Associated Collegiate Press.

Law students
receive national bid

One
team
from
Liberty
University's School of Law
placed first in the regional ABA
Law Student Division National
Appellate Advocacy Competition,
advancing to the
national
competition in Chicago in April.
The-first place team of Timothy
Todd, Ben Walton and Matthew
Hegarty beat 21 other schools
from across the country. Both
teams from Liberty's School of
Law reached the final eight in the
tournament, with only one other
school doing the same. This is
the second year for Liberty's
School of Law advancing to the
national competition. Liberty
also won three of the top four
oralist awards in the regional
tournament.

Professors featured

A new Web site founded by
Liberty University alum Jesse
Connors (class of 2002) entitled
TrueLife.org launched this month,
featuring Liberty professors who
answer questions about Christian
beliefs.
Twelve Liberty professors are
currently on the site, such as
Dr. Ergun Caner and Dr. Will
Honeycutt, with 10 additional
Liberty professors soon joining
the site.

Gtnirric Canilidate 1
<i#neric Candidate 2
Generic Candidate 3

'IrcySmith
NEWS REPORTER

Cat Hewett

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

We have seen the posters, the
tables in the halls and the videos. By now, it is clear what these
things are all about
making
our voices heard. On May 4th,
students have the opportunity
,to vote rn the I>ynchburg City
Council election. Recently there
has been a campaign to get students to register to vote.
"I think it is always important
to vote in whatever local elections
you are involved in," President ol
College Democrats Joel Krautter
said.
l^resident of the College Republicans Caleb Mast agrees that
voting is very important tor Liberty students.

CD

"The (College Republicans have been very
active in encouraging
their fellow students to
register to vote by personally handing out voter
registration forms in their
dorms," Mast said.

The C'ollegc Republi^ ^
cans have been working
i-tJ
the non-partisan voter
registration tables on
Qj
Liberty University's cainj pus and at Thomas Road
Baptist church, according
to Mast.
Tliere have been posters displayed all over
campus encouraging students
to "Get Your Vote On." Also, students have been able to watch
tour different videos in classes
about registering to vote.
According to Mast, the Hrst
video presents serves as a step-bystep how-to guide on registering
to vote.
"The students also need to
know what issues are confronting them and that's why the key
points of contention are included
in the videos, such as ... the very
high meals tax rate, which when
combined with the low amount
ot expenditures made on Liberty's side of town to improve
public safety and transportation
problems (which) is really pitiful,"
Mast said.

Liberty University has changed
over the years. The number of students enrolled has increased, new
dorms have been built and buildings have been upgraded. However, these changes many times
come with a cost.
"Once Liberty reaches the
12,000 student limit, we get hit
with $8,000,000 worth of city
mandates that we don't need,"
Mast said. "This will raise the
cost of tuition greatly hurting
students' chances for returning to
school here at Liberty."
Students who had not registered in previous elections
changed their minds. 'T got tired
of the city of Lynchburg telling
me that I needed to give them
more money," junior Brittany
Whyte. 'T, as a Liberty student,
help their economy much more
than my own city and feel that
the money I give this city is quite
more than enough."
According to College Republicans member Zach Martin their
motto for the campaign is "Save
Liberty for Future Generations."
By voting, students will not only
impact themselves but also the
people of the city of Lynchburg.
"The City of Lynchburg has
for too long been suffering under
the leadership of tax and spenders who make up the majority on
City Council," Mast said. "With
one fell swoop, on May 4th; Lib-

erty University students, and the
rest of the Lynchburg population
can institute a new leadership that
will govern within its means and
focus on the primary needs of
the community: safe roads, safe
neighborhoods, fair taxation, and
a good education."
Director of Commuter Affairs
Larry Provost is impressed with
the progress of the voter registration campaign thus far.
"It is great to see such passion
in our students," Provost said. "So
many fought so hard for young
•people to have the right to vote,
so it is heartening to see Liberty
students leading the way amongst
colleges in the nation in this effort."
According to Provost, 6,400
students have registered to vote in
the past year and a half Students
can have a ciirect impact on issues
affecting the university and the
community by voting on May
4th.
'A student can get a form from
any professor, CASAS, their RA,
Human Resources, or the Commuter Office," Provost said. "Tlie
Virginia State Board of Elections
website also has voter fornis."
Contact Trey Smith at
tsmithZ 1 (fl)libertyedu.
Contact Cat Hewett at
cahewett (®libertyedu

Georgian Ambassador makes visits
Crystal A. Heavner

NEWS REPORTER

He sees his country as a success story tor a free economy and
a freedom fighter like the United
States. Georgian Ambassador
Batu Kutelia visited the Helms
School of Government on Thursday March 25.

political science honor
society and the Helms
School of Government.
In May 2007, professor of
government Dr. Stephen
Bowers, met Kutelia, who
was then Georgian Minister of LTefense, during a
visit to the country

Bovvers asked Kutelia
to come talk to students
because he believed the
students would profit
from gaining "an immePHOTO PROVIDEO
diate understanding of DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS — Georgian Ambassador Batu Kutelia (left)
what is happening in spoke in the Helms School of Government Thursday about the importhe contemporary world tance of U.S. - Georgia relations.
from someone who is
ed States presents the only deter- Israel, the attitudes of the Georinvolved." He wanted to create
ring factor to keep our enemies gian people toward the United
The event was coordinated by an atmosphere where they could (at bay)," Kutelia said.
States and joining NATO and
Pi Sigma Alpha, Liberty's national ask direct questions of the ambasHe said Georgia is a success the European Union, the influsador.
story as a nation that was once ence of Russia and communism
Tliere is "a natural under the communist clench on the current Georgian society,
relationship (between of Russia but is now a model of the Georgian education system
the) university and free economy for neighboring and current events pertaining to
L Y N C H B U R G , V I R G I N I A 24502
Christians with Geor- nations. They are "creating a path Georgia.
gia which is a Christian for others to join us and find their
After t h e q u e s t i o n - a n d - a n s w e r
country a western ally own place," Kutelia said.
LETTER
session, students got the chance
TO THE
and very pro-AmeriKutelia emphasized the Geor- to talk to the ambassador and
EDITOR
can," Bowers said.
gian desire for membership in have their pictLire taken with him.
Kutelia spoke pri- NATO and the European Union.
"I got a chance to meet him and
marily on the impor- Georgia wants to have a voice of was really impressed with him
The Champion encourages
community
tance of the U.S.-Geor- opinion in world affairs and raise and with how Georgia has dealt
members to submit letters to the editor on arvy
subject. Letters should not exceed 400 words
gia relationship. Tlie support for their CvUise against with how Russia has impeded
and must be typed and signed. The deadline is
number one factor he Russia.
5 p.m. Friday. Letters and columns that appear
them," Liberty sophomore and
are the opinion of the author solely, not the
cited in this alliance is
Champion editorial board or Liberty University.
"We cannot solve this alone," strategic intelligence major Anthat "we share the same Kutelia said about Russian in- drew Neber said.
All material submitted becomes property of
values. V\^e are freedom volvement in occupying and
the Champion. The Champion reserves the
Neber plans to work with the
right to accept, reject or edit any letter received
fighters."
supplying weapons to separatist Ukraine and because both GeorKutelia lunched with several
Liberty faculty members and received a tour of the university's
campus. The ambassador also
spoke to students and faculty in
two sessions, held in the Hebiis
School Suite. Bach session included a speech, question-and-answer
session, photo opportunity and
refreshments.
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•^Ilie smallness ot
Cieorgia and the fact it
is a democratic country
in a non-den\ocratic environment are reasons
tor the importance of
their relationship with
America.
"Right now the Unit-

groups in the two Georgian territories of South Ossetia and Abkhazia.
Kutelia then answered questions from the attendees. There
were questions on the foreign
policy of Georgia toward neigh
boring countries like Iran and

gia and the Ukraine, which is also
a former Soviet country, he found
the ambassador s visit helpful.
"1 really appreciate that he came
here," Neber said.
Contact Crystal Heavner at
cheavner{®libertyedu.

Editors'Correction; In the March 9 issue, in an article titled "More to run in city council," the reporter neglected t o m e n t i o n Trixie Averill a n d her candidacy for Chairman
of the Republican 6th district committee. It was also Incorrectly stated that The
Lynchburg Republican City C o m m i t t e e nominated Danny H. Goad for Chairman. The
LRCC does not and cannot nominate or endorse a candidate for chairman. See corrected version o n l l n t .
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BUYTHE NUMBERS
The numbers represented In
this graph show how much each
item is taxed. Whereas the numbers may seem insignificant for
one item, one meal, one tank of
gas or one night at a hotel, the
numbers become increasingly
more significant when multiplied by Liberty University's student population. The everyday
items that student purchase do
impact Lynchburg's local economy and budget through the
tax dollars.

Mo«'s

Starbucks

Oliv«
Garden

SERIES corttumcd from A1
The survey showed that students pay sever
al types ot taxes, including meals tax, lodging
tax, car tax, sales tax and gas tax,, and a portion
ofthose taxes goes to the city with the rest going to the state.
'Hie majority of the residential students
who responded said that they Frequent a nonfast Food, sit-down restaurant between one
and liye times a week. During their visits, 26.1
percent oFstudents spend less than S5 per visit, 38.9 percent spend $6 - $10 per visit, 24.8
percent spend $ 11 - $ 15 per visit and 4.5 percent $16 - $20 per visit. IF students only purchase $6 worth oFtood, they will pay approximately 69 cents in taxes. IF they go two times
a week, that becomes $1.38. Over the course
oFa month that becomes $5.20. IF only 1,000
students do so, then tax revenues increase to
$5,200 For the month and ovei' an acamedic
year (August to May) that becomes $52,000.
When students visit a drive-thru restaurant or local cofiee shop, 62 percent said they
spend an average of $5 per visit with 58 cents
going to meals tax. According to the survey,
most students visit drive-thru restaurants
one to five times a week. IF a student goes to
a 'drive-thru twice a week, he spends $1.16
on meals tax. In a month he would spend
$4.64 in meals tax. iFonly 1,000 students pay
this tax, it becomes $4,640 For the month or
$46,400 a year - just Fbr having a sandwich,
fries and a drink each time..

PROPERTY continued from
A1
The change will also help
alleviate a tuition raise For students because an enrollment
cap will no longer exist.
"I'm glad you and the manager agreed that, in your opinion council would support
our request to return our zoning to what it was in 1991: B-5
with no cap on enrollment,"
Falwell wrote in a letter to Foster on March 24.
General Counsel For Liberty Bill McRorie and Walter
Erwin believe that the zoning
change taking place prior to
the May 4 election is a possibility, according to Falwell's
letter.
"We request that you call a

sales tax.
Seventy-eight percent of the cofnnniter
and residential students responded that they
bought niceties or thinv^s thev want c>i"ie to
five times per month with 50.2 percent of residential students spending between SlO and
$29 per visit, iFa student went to the store at
More than 380 on-campus and commuter least twice a month and spent $20 on each
trip or $4t) a
students also said that
month,
he
they registered their
would [\iy $2
cars with the C'ity of
each month in
Lynchburg. The cost
I pay taxes and live In
sales tax. MulFor registering a car in
Lynchburg. I feel It's only
tiply that bv
the state oF Virginia
the size oF the
right for Lynchburg (to
ranges from $26.75
student body
to $49.75, depending
let me carry out my civic
(1,000) which
on the type oF car, acduty) as a local voter.
equals $2,200
cording the Virginia
in sales taxes
Department oFMotor
in one month
Vehicles (DMV). U e
or $22,(,)00 fojregistration price tor a
the academic
car weighing less than <
year in sales
4,000 lbs is $38.75.
Tliis price multiplied by 380 ecjuals $14,725 tax on the things students want.
Fifty-Four percent oFstudents reported that
they till their cars up with gas once per week
at local gas stations. It the average car has a
15-gallon tank, and the price tor gas as of Sat.,
March 2" was $2.74, students were spending
$41.10 every time they filled up, and paying
$2.86 in ta.xes.

— Amanda
Runions

in taxes.
Tlie survey also showed that 81.5 percent
oF commuter and residential students shop
one to five times per month for necessities.
Tlie largest block of on-campus voters, at 56.4
percent, reported that they spent between $ 10
and $29 per visit. "^They were also paying sales
tax at a rate of 5 percent. Their average purchases cost them between $.50 and $ 1.45 in

special meeting oFthe council
so that the necessary notices
of public meeting can take
place prior to a joint meeting of the planning commission and city council," Falwell
wrote.
Falwell does not currently
plan on contacting individual
council members, but hopes
the significance of the zoning change is understood by
them.
"This matter is oF utmost
importance to the (Liberty)
family, and iF this could be
done as soon as possible, I
believe everyone would be
pleased," Falwell said in the
letter.
Contact Amanda Sullivan at
amsullivan3(®libertyedu.

iFthe spending stayed the same at $20, but
the trips increased to five times a month, the
amount per student in sales taxes would be $5
per month. Multiply that by 1,000 students
and the amount becomes $5,500 per month
or $55,000 For the academic year.
"Tlie real value c\f liberty University to the
city ... (is) the students and their parents
when they shop, eat and stay in the city. Tlie

citv collects meals and lodi^mt; taxes plus the
state collects sales tax from tiiese activities
that directly allect the city," !,\'nchburg Piivc
tor ol linaiu ial Services Ponna Witt said in
the C'hampions l-all 20tW Libloid.
The survev re[Hirted that 81 percent of
most oFthe stutlenls shop along Wards Road.
"ihe survey indicates students do make a
contribution both to the econoniy in general
and to tax revenues in particular," Hconomics
Professor Robert Rencher said.
In fact, some local restaurant owners and retail managers enjoy having Liberty in session
because their revenue is directly tied to the
academic calendar.
"iFcolleges (in Lynchburg) closed down, all
business wtuild automatically close," Prowsy
Poet owner Roy "Smiley" lillis said. "Without
college, there is no business."
"Because 1 live most of my life in I.,ynchburg, I I'eel it's only right to support Lynchburg
by paying (local) taxes, including food tax,"
senior Amanda Runions said, "However, because I pay taxes and live in Lynchburg, 1 feel
it's only right for Lynchburg (to let me carry
out my civic duty) as a local voter."
'lb see tlie Full results oFthe survey and learn
more about how Liberty students impact the
City oF Lynchburg economically, visit Tlie
Champion's Web site at libertyedu,/champion.
Contact Amanda Sullivan at
amsullivan3(a)libertyedu.

CUP history in the making
Amanda Sullivan
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The original plans for Liberty Universitys existence were slated to be
caixied out near the old Thomas Road
Baptist Church (TRBC) on '^Iliomas
Road. The university planned to buy
the all the houses in the surrounding areas to build the college. However, many
neighborhood residents were not receptive to the idea, causing the City of
Lynchburg to place Conditional Use
Permit (CUP) requirements on the
church. TRBC was not able to expand,
forcing Liberty to change its building
strategy, which is how the university's
current location came about.
The decision to build on Candler's

Mountain was brought on because Liberty already owned farm property that
surrounded the Carter Glass Mansion.
The city zoned the property for heavy
industrial use in 1977 without seeking
approval from Liberty In an effort to
rebut the city's rezoning decision. Liberty petitioned council to down zone
the land. The vote passed 4-3 and the
land was zoned a B-5 for commercial
use, which allowed liberty to grow at
its own pace without having to seek approval from the city Liberty was, however, required to seek permission to
build expansions such as the Williams
Football Stadium and the Vines Center as both projects increased the trafficflowon Wards Road. The CUi' for

those projects included three highway
ramps, which resulted in $2 million in
construction fees.
Liberty's growth was squelched
when the city council secreriy voted to
change the zoning ordinance in 1991.
Tlie change required that colleges with
more than 100 students be required to
accjuire a CUP for all expansions. Liberty was the only college with more
than 100 students located in a B-5 district at the time of the change.
Since that time. Liberty has paid millions in CUP requirements.
Contvict Amanda Sullivan at
amsullivan3(ii) libertyedu.
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Con health care

Pro health care
Americans

Tun Mattingly

those w h o cannot afford health

'I'im Mattingly
OPINION EDITOR

OPINION EDITOR

care for themselves or their families.

l o the b o o s and h o o s o l m a n y ( Ainserva-

I h e problem with our nation's health care

tive v3;urus, national health care reform was

system in the past has been its crippling effect

signed intt> law. iUit n o w is not the time to cry,

on the poor. It is cjuite c o m m o n for people to

so dry your eyes ( i l e n n ik-ck. Aiul Sean \ lan-

fall prey to sickness or injury, and as a result,

nity, tlo not tlon the sack clotiis and ashes you

b e c o m c hospitalized for an extended period

have hidden in your political closet

of time.

our

country will be okay

As the hospital bills .stack up, many unin-

In fact, there are aspects of the health care
bill that will benefit the American people.
'Ihe new health care bill addresses the un
ethical practices of insurance c o m p a n i e s de-

sured Americans b e c o m e buried in debt. In
effect, the poor must c h o o s e between bankruptcy or b e c o m i n g imprisoned to a lite in the
lower-income bracket.

nying coverage for pre-existing medical con-

Recognizing this, the n e w health care legis-

ditions. An infant in 'I'exas recently illustrated

lation reaches out to those w h o cannot afford

I would like to take this time to thank national health care reform for opening the
seventh seal of our economic apocalypse. I
hate waiting games and there is nothing that
cuts to the chase of our financial demise like
spending another trillion dollars.
To be exact, the estimated financial weight
of Americas newly passed health care reform
is $940 billion, spread out over 10 years, according to CBS. To a nation that is already
trillions in debt, this reform could prove to be
an economic death knell.
And dashing Utopian health care dreams,

the importance of this reform, w h e n after his

medical coverage, l l i e bill is designed to ex-

full of rabbits a n d r a i n b o w sprinkles, is t h e

birth he was denied health insurance because

tend coverage to an additional 3 2 million legal

fact that taxpayers will be picking up the new

he was born with a heart defect, according to

American citizens, according to CBS. Subsi-

bill's tab. By 2012, Obama-care is calling for

the Fort Worth Star-'lelegram.

dies will also be made available in order to ac-

additional 3.8 percent "investment income"
tax on families who make over $250,000 a
year, according to CBS.
But hard-working families are not the only
ones feeling the financial "pinch of the rjew
health care plan — businesses are being hit
hard as well. Under this new bill, any company employing over 50 people must provide health insurance or face an annual fine
of $2000 per employee, according to CBS.
Following the passing of the health care
reform, AT&T announced that as a direct
result of the bill, it would be "forced to make
a $1 billion writedown," according to the
Will Street Journal. In other words, AT&T's
financial assets just took a steep nosedive and
it is not the only company in this predicament, according to the Wall Street Journal.
In this way, the bill is a direct attack on
employers, when national unemployment
is already through the roof" Not only does
the bill leech from the wallets of the hard-

"How can he have a pre existing condition
if the baby didn't exist until now?" the infant's
father said, according to tlie Fort Worth Star'lelegram.

c o m m o d a t e l o w - i n c o m e families w h o cannot
afford health care, according to CBS.
In the end, there will be s o m e discontent n o
matter what health care bill was passed.

In this respect, the new health care bill is

But

aspects o f our current national health care in-

pixvbaby, prohibiting health insurance c o m -

frastructure were damaged and broken. If n o

panies from denying children coverage due to

action was taken, it w o u l d only be a matter o f

previous defects in their physical well-being,

time before it collapsed.

according to CBS. 'Ihis health insurance im-

'Ihe b o t t o m line is that b o t h political par-

perative to protect children will g o into effect

ties, for many years now, have b e e n harping o n

in six m o n t h s and will also be extended to

health care. Reform has been a banner w h i c h

Americans of all ages in 2014, according to

many officials have b e e n elected under but un-

CBS.

Additionally, health insurance can n o

til now, nothing has changed. If Republicans

longer be revoked from individuals just be-

think they could have d o n e a better job, then

cause they get sick, according to C'BS.

they should have w h e n they had the majority.

Under America's n e w health care platform,

U p until now, health care reformists have

grandma can finally knit in peace, knowing

been all talk and n o action. It is high time poli-

that if she survives to 2 0 1 4 , President Barack

ticians finally shut their m o u t h s and actually

O b a m a has got her back.

pulled the trigger.

Another feather in the fedora of O b a m a care is the impact it will have o n lower-income

health care conclusion:

Not only are we brow-deep in debt and
taxes but this new legislation will also infringe on our personal freedoms.
In fact, Americans will be forced to comply
with the new bill or be fined. By 2014, the
uninsured citizen will be bludgeoned with an
annual fine of $695, according to CBS.
Basically, Americans will be punished if
they decide not to follow the governmentpaved path tor their lite.
In .addition, many of the "benefits" from
health care reform will not kick in until 2014
and the Democrats' reasoning behind this
only makes matters worse.
"It takes a long time to do the necessary
administrative steps that have to be taken
to put the legislation together to control the
people," Democratic Congressman John
Dingell said, when asked about the delayed
2014 date, according to the Examiner.
It is apparent that in exchange for universal
health care, hard-working Americans must
simply sacrifice more money to the tax gods,
while simultaneously forfeiting their personal freedoms.
Contact Tim Mattingly at
tmattinglyi^libertyedu.

'^^"•^bined conclusion, there are both redeeming and condemning qudities to the health care package. While both sides ofthe health care debate felt they
were doing the right thing for the right reason, in the end tlie majority won — and that is how democracy generally tends to work — for better or

STUDENTS SPEAK
UP ON H E A L T H C A R E
LYNDA BURKETT
I think our liealtli care d o e s n e e d to be reformed, but the government's current plan was
not the best idea for the American people. We
need to stick by our constitution and its core
principles.

Contact Tim Mattingly at
tmattingly(®liberty.edu.

working and wealthy but by cJoing so it also
decreases incentives for companies to hire
new employees.
Furthermore, this gross redistribution of
wealth is a case of Robin Flood gone awry At
the very least, the Democrats could have the
common courtesy to admit the ridiculousness of this bill by trouncing about Washington in tights, while belting out song in impeccable British accents.

GENTA MINERALI

JENIFER MEAGHER

I'm glad that our government is finally taking
1 think it's a great idea that health care is being
a good look at our current health care system
reformed because it needs to be, but the new
and looking to make positive changes for the
health care plan is obviously unconstitutional
American people. However, I don't believe the
and as a US citizen I should have the right to
recent health care bill that was passed was the
decide whether I want my own coverage. Perright thing for our country It is a sad day when
sonally I understand the pain of not having
health insurance because my family has not had it. It's just sad a country passes legislation that contradicts its own constitution
to see the government take responsibility for something that and the very values it was built upon.
should be addressed by the insurance companies themselves.
I'HOTOS AND INTERVIRWS UV EMII.-I MORAWIEC:

ies they are scheduled to appear in — unless it is the next
installment ofthe saga known as Eclipse, which hits theaters
June 30 (shameless plug, 1 know). Melinda tells me Pattinson
appeared in the movie "Remember Me," which just came out
this month apparently Not to mention my Assistant Sports
Editor Jordan LoSasso is convinced that his relatives are
part ofthe Volturi, and he believes that real vampires do, in
tact, sparkle in the sunlight — he claims he sparkles in the
sunlight, too.
So I may not be obsessive, but I know my Twilight trivia
and will defend the series with all my might — unless 1 get
tired of arguing with people, which rarely happens. Most of
my Twilight arguments take place in the Champion office,
where a battle ofthe sexes generally ensues, as the men are
About two years ago a phenomenon swept the country, genuinely confused and slightly frustrated about Edward's
claiming the hearts ot young girls, teenage girls and women, captivating appeal especially the way he sparkles in the sunincluding mums, across America. 'iTie heart-grabbing event light. On the opening night of New Moon, I received sevcan only be attributed to one thing: "Ihe Twilight Saga."
eral text messages from both Eli Overbey and Tim Mattingly
Now, before 1 continue on, 1 feel it is important to inform informing me of their overall disgust with the film.
you that although 1 am a tan, 1 am by no means a "twi-hard,"
"Pathetic... I hope Edward bites you in the neck, sucks all
which, is contrary to popular belief I mean, 1 may own both your blood out and doesn't love you!" Eli said in response to
niovies, a board game and have a "Twilight" poster hang- finding out that my friend Amanda Baker (the other half of
ing on my wall in the office, I certainly don't Internet stalk Amanda Ballivan) and 1 were attending the midnight showor physically stalk any of the stars — especially Robert ing of New Moon.
Pattinson. In fact, most ofthe time 1 don't even know who
Eli's voice of contempt concerning the vampire saga is only
the Twilight stars are dating or not dating even though Taylor one among several men
minus Jordan (he does have a
l<autner supposedly dated Taylor Swift, according to my girlfriend, though, so he's oft-limits). Men can't understand
News Kditor Melmda '/osh. 1 am clueless as to what mov-

the allure that the story holds for women, which iii one sense
is part ofthe appeal. For the most part, women aren't entirely
sure as to why they are attracted to the intoxicating Cullen
family b all reality, that is probably the main reason women
find the series so interesting — because the characters are so
mysterious.
Speaking from a woman's perspective, I can also attest to
the f k t that another reason girls find the series attractive
is because the men in the story aie incredibly chivalrous. I
mean, what girl wouldn't enjoy having two guys so passionately in love with her that they are willing to risk their lives
for her well-being? We really just want to know that you boys
will protect us at all costs — of course, that doesn't mean you
can sufibcate us by not letting us exert our independence.
Yes, we know we're complicated.
So really, boys, you only have two options; Join the
bandwagon and read the J^ooks (because the movies don't
accwately portray the story line or characters) to discover
what girls find so wonderfril and become one step closer to
understanding the female psyche •— Relient K's advice of
buying a mood ring won't work, just so you know Or you
can just continue to hate the saga and never fully grasp the
bigger picture.
You decide.
Contact Amanda Sullivan at
amsullivan3#libertyedu.

Student voices on voting:

City Council 2/23/10

MATTMIHELIC
We did not comc here lighthearted, for we recognize the greatsiess of hee
dom in a country that
designed for individual participation and free
dom of speech.
We v¥ill vote because we believe in that freedom and this country. We believe that it was founded on those principles, and we believe that it is not in
the best interest of our city that citizens have unsuitable places to vote on
Election Day
Liberty students are here tonight because, Hrst ofall, we believe in the ability and we believe in the right for American citizens to vote, and secondly we believe in the Caty
of Lynchburg, and we want what is best for the city And what is best tor the city is equal rights
and for us all to be able to vote.
AMANDA HAAS
Liberty University is not by any means trying to take over the city or rule
the politics of the way Lynchburg operates now, or trying to force any
religious beliefs on them. Tliat is not our intention, it has never been and it
never will be.
My school and it's administration merely wish to see students exercise
their ability to vote, it's our right to vote, and we plan on doing so. Our
school does not tell us how to vote, regardless ot the tact that it is a C'hristian
school and we are mostly conservative, our school does not tell us how to
vote, we just promote the right to vote as Americans,
ZACH MARTIN
I am a student here at Liberty University 1 have been here since 2006.1 have
roughly six more years of school left at liberty and 1 have iui intention ot
leaving afterwards. So in relation to the statements that we will be leaving,
and that we will only be here for four years maximum, I believe that's talse,
for me and many ol: my fellow students who take more years to educate ourselves further
Lve lived in the City of Lynchburg since 2006, as previously mentioned.
And I do consider it to be my home, and 1 do love Lynchburg, and 1 do
love the citizens here, and we have participated in community service acts.
We are not coming here to move your fiu'niture around, we're coming here to participate with
you, to grow with you.
CIJIPROSSER
I was reading the notes from the city council meeting on Tuesday Feb. 16. 1 was somewhat
taken aback by Councilman Johnson's reference to Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, and when he
ended with "Not just Falwells people, or Liberty University."
In response I would like to state this c]uestion: What makes us as students any less important?
All Lm trying to do is what you've asked me to do, which is exercise my civic duties.
I don't consider it a crime to love the City of Lynchburg. "Fliis is where I live, this is where I

•-rA

ABarofSoapforBiden
work, this is where 1 study, this is where 1 personally contribute to this economy, this is where 1
vote and this is where I need representation.
'Hie last thing we want you to do, c^r this city to believe, is that we are tr\ing to rise up in
this community as a political force. But we do want to continue to live peaceably to ci>ntinuc
our ministry in this community and to know that we are being fairly represented by our local
i^overnment.
DEVON KARST
I love the people of l.ynchburg, and i love this town, and us to be prosperous and 1 want ftn'
us to grow. 1 want us to be a town that is known to be different and stand out. 1 think that should
be everyone's desire here, since we're all citizens of Lynchburg.
For this to happen, everyone has to luwe the opportunity to be involved. I want us to be able
to come toi^etherand to have a positive experience here in Lynchburg, so 1 would like to ask you
to please consider the best polling option for all the citizens of Lynchburg, for everyone, and I
propose that we all work together to make this town more prosperous and to grow the great city
of Lynchburg,
ISRAEL J ACKSON
We want to be equally represented. That's what we want. 1 know that
many of us may lean to one side of the political spectrum and many
of us may lean to another side of the political spectrum. I^ut I think
that we should be able to join together so that none of us here are being
disenfranchised.

fe.a-lifli!'

P i i o i o s in El I C)vi-iuii:Y OK Si'i'i>i iiii)

Evangelist Training Conference
n o s i e a o y rrvangeiiST i r n
"If you are an
evangelist or
if you are
interested in
learring more
about b&Doming
an e^ar^elist
this ccnference
t^
is for youi"
B-Qun.Caner
TimLee, Garbnd, Tx

Edwards
S p e c i a l

DavfcJ RIno

G u o s t

Clark EBos'her

S f i ^ a k e r s

July 27-29. 2010
@ Lake Williamson Christian Conference Center
Lake Williamson in Cariinville, Illinois
Cost - S29S (dcses not include lodging, transportation or meals)
Evangelist Training Wiil C o v e r ;
"How
"How
"How
"How
"How
"How
"How

to Know if You Are Called to be an Evangelist" J
to Get Started in Evangelism"
to Make it Hnanciallu in Evangelism"
to Sctieduie a Meeting"
to Have a Good Relationship with Pastors"
to Maintain a Good and Proper Family Ufe"
to Handle Controversies"

,

800.872.9979 www.timlee.org
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t o n e w i t h A m e r i c a n s . T h o u g h w a r is still a n u n p o p u l a r idea,

[•'than M a s s c y
OPINION REPORTER

".Support tiie Trtwps" has b e c o m e a c o m m o n t h e m e across t h e

'Ihc c o i i r s c of h u m a n liisk)ry has l o n g b e e n clelined by war,
but n e v e r has war b e e n as vital to peac:e as it is in O p e r a t i o n

I..S. H o w e v e r , this general s u p p o r t is n o t e n o u g h t o m a k e t h e
war effort matter, a c c o r d i n g t o M a s t e r Sgt. R o b i n S h e e h a n .
S h e e h a n has recently returned to A m e r i c a f r o m h e r third

Iracji b r e e d o m .
A n A m e r i c a n war w.is o n c e a ixnnantic a d v e n t u r e to y o u n g

t o u r in Iraq. I')espite t h e h a r d s h i p s s h e h a s f a c e d a n d t h e nearly

m e n across the nation. In the era o f V V o r l d War II, b o y s bare

three years s h e h a s m i s s e d o f her d a u g h t e r s life, S h e e h a n feels

ly 18 w o u l d c o m e in d r o v e s tor a c h a n c e to join t h e military

that t h e c h a n c e to s e r v e her c o u n t r y w a s w o r t h it.

H o w e v e r , it w a s not l o n g until the i n i n o r a n d prestige ol war

"I s e e t h e m e m o r i a l s of t h e fallen h e r e a n d t h e n u m e r o u s
e - m a i l s of o u r warriors," S h e e h a n said in a letter h o m e . "They

d i s a p p e a r e d a l m o s t entirely
O f ' t h e 1 6 , 1 1 2 , 5 6 6 soldiers to enter W W I I , 4 0 5 , 3 9 9 m e n
vvei.' I' ~ver to s e e their c o u n t r y again, a c c o r d i n g to the t 'ongressional Kesearch Service. But it w a s n o t until the V i e t n a m
War b e c a m e t e l e v i s e d that m a n y A m e r i c a n s w e r e able

hit m e d e e p d o w n , I still get a l u m p in m y throat w h e n I salute
o u r flag."

3,500

S i n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e war in Irac], nearly

soldiers

see

have m a d e t h e ultimate sacrifice for their c o u n t r y . T h e s e m e n

the atrocities of war lor the lirst time. D u e to the unpopular-

a n d w o m e n have g i v e n u p their lives for s o m e t h i n g m o r e t h a n

ity o f t h e conflict, m a n y V i e t n a m soldiers arrived back at h o m e

a c a u s e or a standard, T l i e y have laid d o w n their lives for t h e

w i t h o u t t h e s u p p o r t ol their c o u n t r y

f r e e d o m of m i l l i o n s of p e o p l e t h e y will n e v e r m e e t .

O p e r a t i o n Iracji I'Veedom has struck a s o m e w h a t different

selves, is tRat their effort in Iraq will not be enough. Summing
up these fears, Sheehan said that the Iraqi government is constantly being attacked and discredited by the insurgents in the
area.
"(The insurgents) say that if we can show the people of this
country that ... the military aren't able to do their job of keeping this country under control, then we're showing the people
that, T-ley America's wrong,'" Sheehan said.
America must do more than supporting the troops that have
been sent to Iraq. It is vital to America's success in Iraq that the
U.S. supports the effort for Iraqi freedom. There will always be
a level of unrest in this area, Sheehan said. The true war effort
is not one against weaponry and tyranny but for the prosperity
ofa nation in turmoil.
Contact Ethan Massey at
ehmassey^libertye.du.

T h e fear o f t h e soldiers, w h o have g i v e n s o m u c h of t h e m -

A personal reflection on Facebook
jenna S h o f f n e r
OPINION REPORTER

" F a c e b o o k me."
U p until a c o u p l e m o n t h s ago, that w a s o n e of m y least favorite p h r a s e s b e c a u s e I always h a d to r e s p o n d w i t h an " I c a n ' t . . . "
Yes, I w a s o n e o f t h o s e u n h e a r d - o f c o l l c g e s t u d e n t s w h o d i d
n o t have a f a c e b o o k a c c o u n t . A n d c o n t r a r y to p o p u l a r o p i n ion, it is p o s s i b l e to s u r v i v e socially w i t h o u t o n e .
F a c e b o o k , t h o u g h u s e d b y m i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e d a i l y is n o t t h e
best m e t h o d of communication. W h i l e m o s t people w o u l d
agree w i t h that s t a t e m e n t , m a n y still s e e m to rely heavily u p o n
t h e site.
D u r i n g m y n o n - F a c e b o o k days, I w o u l d always g e t strange
l o o k s a n d pitiful g l a n c e s m y w a y I e v e n liad a few c o m m e n t s
s u c h as," Ycni really m i s s o u t o n a lot."
A n d so, I w o u l d like to g i v e t h e p u b l i c a little taste of t h e b e n e h t s of b e i n g F'acebook-less.
First o f all, w h e n o n e is w i t h o u t a F a c e b o o k , o r a n y o t h e r social n e t w o r k i n g a c c o u n t for that matter, it is i n c r e d i b l y e a s y to
find o u t w h o one's true friends are. Real h i e n d s d o m o r e t h a n
just write o n e a c h other's walls, if there is n o wall t o write o n ,
t h e g e n u i n e friend will f i n d a n alternative m e t h o d of c o m m u nication.

LETTER
EDITOR
TO THE

I watched the recent public hearing held by City Council
regarding the relocation ofthe polling place for Ward III, Precinct IV to accommodate the vast majority of voters in that
precinct who happen to live on Liberty University's campus.
It was shameful for Wilter Fore to begin the hearing by
repeating his recollcction of comments niade by the late
Dr Jerry Falwell Sr. in a conversation that occurred nearly
50 years ago. According to Walter Fore, Dr. Falwell stated
that colored children would never be admitted to the newly
formed I.ynchburg Christian Academy Of course, students

Secondly not having Facebook probably saved me from
much potential embarrassment. Far too often there are statuses that empkiy the "too much information" principle. 1 have
a distinct f'eeling that, in my younger, less mature days, I would
have displayed a seemingly emotional trauma on my Facebook
status that the world simply did not need to see. Tliankfully, I
had no status to .post, and therefore, the world was spared my
daily drama.
And hnally, the most common complaint about Facebook:
the time-wasting factor As a disclaimei', now that I am on
Facebook, 1 have to admit I fall prey to this trap just as much as
anyone else. It is commonly known that Facebook users who
say they do not waste time on the site are few and far between.
Daily Facebook time spent worldwitie on average et|uals to 10
billion minutes, according to the NY Times.
L.~)o the math, folks
that equals about 19,026 years. No
doubt at least a few thousand ofthose years could be spent doing something far more productive.
i was able to track down at least one person in the 18 to 25
age group who does not use Facebook. She had only good
things to say about being Facebook-less.
"I liave been Facebook-free for about 7 months now. The
first week or so without it was hard, but after that, I saw how
much more I was getting accomplished and haven't regretted it

since," Liberty University senior Jaimie Crandall said.
All benefits of being Facebook-less named, it would not be
a balanced opinion if the pros of being on Facebook were not
named as well.
Facebook, I have learned, is a great way to reconnect with
people who live in distant locations or even just people with
whom one has lost contact. It is strange for such people to track
a phone number down and then call it if reconnection is desired, but it is far less awkward to send a friend request to these
long-lost people.
Furthermore, convenience is at its height when it comes to
social networking. College students typically spend a good
amount of time on computers daily, through which Facebook
is accessed. Facebook access is even more convenient via cell
phone.
My message is in no way saying that there is anything'wrong
with Facebook. It can, for numerous reasons, be a helpful and
enjoyable tool of communication. Rather, I would like the
point out the benefits that life and relationships may reap if we
choose to live Facebook-free.

Contact Jenna Shoffner at
jlshoffner^libertyedu.

of all colors were admitted to LC A and thefirstblack student
who applied to LCA was, in fact, accepted, according to Falwells autobiography:
Later in tlie hearing, a Liberty University employee read
from Dr. Falwells autobiography how Dr. Falwell was criticized for allowing black children to attend a youth camp on
Treasure Island in the 1960s._ Segregation was the law of the
land in the early 1960s and, while Dr. Falwell did not become
an opponent of segregation as soon as he later said he should
have, he was one ofthe first well-known conservative Christian leaders in the South to denounce segregation along with
Billy Graham. Dr. Falwell founded a university that never
discriminated and now has a greater population of AfricanAmericans by percentage than most secular universities,

over 50 years ago? The answer is that liberal politicians like
Walter Fore can never let racism die. Their bitterness is now
their calling card instead of a capacity for growing along with
a nation that changed. It is their claim to fanie and their excuse for supporting more government, more taxes and more
regulation.
vShame on Walter Fore but kudos to the Liberty University
students of all races who ignored his divisive comments and
stood up for their university in that public hearing! The new
generation has moved beyond the racial divisions and strife
ofthe 1960s and 1970s that allowed the elitists in both political parties to rule by dividing and conquering the races. This
generation does not look at race, even if the older one does.

So, why would Walter Fore, a self-proclaimed Civil Rights
Activist, attempt to cause racial division and strife by recalling a conversation that he supposedly had with Dr. Falwell

Zachary L. Martin
LIBERTY STUDENT
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3... 2... 1... S t a r t the robots

C^at Hewett
ASST.

NEWS EDITOR

Anyone who stumbled upon the
scene in the Schilling Center Saturday, March 25, would have thought
they had walked into a scene from the
movie WALL-E.
Small, square robots scooted across
the Hoor picking debris up as they
went, but none of these robots left
earth chasing their love EVE to eventually bring humans back to their sullied planet,
'Iliese robots were built by high
school students and were competing
in the first annual VEX robotics competition hosted by the Liberty Llniversity School of Engineering and Computational Sciences (SECS).
"Tl-ie greatest part of this is just inspiring kids to get involved in areas of
technology, engineering, math and
science," Associate Dean of SECS Dr.
John Vadnal said. "We like to think that
we can get some engineering students
out of this."
The winners received one $8,000
scholarship per team to whichever
team member wants to attend Liberty

University as an engineering or computer science major.
"(That) is a lot," Neapolitan Ice
member Mark Boener said. "I was
planning on going to Virginia Commonwealth University, but 1 might
change my mind"
The over 20 teams that competed
were split into two alliances, the blue
and the red, and competed as teams.
The Maverick, Iron Eagles and Neapolitan Ice teams from the Red Alliance took home the big prize tor the
day in a 2-1 victory over the 'lechtonics, Vex Techs and E.Cl Glass High
School teams from the Blue Alliance.

"Tliis is actually our third robot
this season, so to have one that finally
works well and can get us to win a
competition is probably one of the
most gratifying things," Neapolitan Ice
team member Braden Wright said.
The game was simple - - contestants needed to get more points than
the other teams. Tliey did this by picking up orange footballs and green soccer balls and getting them over the wall
separating the teams.
"I believe that VEX has the right mix

of excitement in the competition, the
right mix of complexity in the classroom, and 1 think they blend together
to create something that makes students want to go learn in ortler to build
better robots,"' VEX representative
Brad Lauersaid.

Students were in charge of design
ing and building their owii robots.
'It starts as an evolution. You start
with an idea and you scrap that idea
and keep working over and over," Iron
Eagles team member Ian Hornick said.
"Tlie main idea we kept and we just
tweaked it bit by bit."
Qiialification matches were held
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and were
followed by the elimination rounds.
Several door prizes were given out,
including two Dell laptop computers
and two $ 100 Best Buy gift cards.
The winning teams from this event
qualified to attend the World Championships in Dallas, Texas, April 22 - 24.
Contact Cat Hewett at
cahewett(ti)libertyedu.
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MR. ROBOTO — High school students participated in the VEX robotics competition held by the School of Engineering and Computational Sciences Saturday, March 25.
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3 STEPS TO YOUR
POST-9/11 Gl BILL BENEFITS
The Post-9/11 Gl Bill provides vets great education
benefits, but YOU must take action to ensure the
assistance you deserve is paid in a timely fashion.
Follow these steps to simplify tfie process and help
VA expfedite your benefit payments.
Text G I B J L L to 99702 or visit
www.gibtli.va.gov for more information.

GET

BENEFITS

STEP

Review your benefit options online
at www.gibill.va.gov.

STEP

Submit your application

2
STEP

/ y r V Department of
Veterans Affairs

VA Form 22-1990 or 22-1990E.

After you have enrolled in a school check with
your School Certifying Official (SCO) to confirm
that your VA enrollment certification has been
sent to VA This triggers your benefit payment.

TUNNEL VISION — The graphics above show the potential plans for the Wards Road improvements which have yet to be funded.
W A R D S coitUnucd fyoni AI

trafl ic engineer C^icrry Harter. T h e s e n u m b e r s

[ j b e r t y students often dash across various

"['>011 if there's just a d o z e n (students cross-

are Txised o n a turning m o v e m e n t traffic

s e c t i o n s o f Wards Road, b e c a u s e there are

ing), that's a lot of tratlic to c o n t e n d with,"

c o u n t they did at the intersection o f River-

currently n o pedestrian walkway areas. Tlie

Walton said.

m o n - and I ) Streets," according to LLI engi-

city c o u n c i l set aside $ 1 m i l l i o n for a Wards

neer Maggie C o s s m a n . T h e m o v e m e n t was

Road pedestrian plan in S e p t e m b e r 2 0 0 9 , a n d

SoiTie city council candidates are f o c u s e d
o n putting m o n e y into the 1") Street Bridge

c o n d u c t e d during peak traffic hours,

near Cabell Street d o w n t o w n rather than put-

she said.

ting revenue inti> improving Wards Road.

" I h e city a s s u m e d

the

afternoon

" Warils Road is n o t prioritized over the D

peak n u m b e r o f trips was 10 to 12 per-

Street Bridge," C.'ounciinian Randy N e l s o n ,

cent of the total daily trips, w h i c h is a

w h o is seeking re election in May, said at the

standard assumption, and d e t e r m i n e d

first m e e t i n g March 12. '"Ihe I ) Street Bridge

the total n u m b e r o f trips ( p e r ciay),"

has priority over Wards Road."

C'ossman said.

'Ihe Wards Road safety issue has b e e n igncnxxl tor years, according to B e a u m o n t .

For W i r d s Road, 2 , 8 8 0 vehicles were
c o u n t e d during a peak h o u r and 2 0 0

"Students crossing'Wards Road is n o t h i n g

were c o u n t e d o n D Street Bridge, ac-

n e w and e v e r y o n e k n o w s it has b e e n an issue

cording to a traffic study c o n d u c t e d by

for quite a while, but for whatever reason the

LIJ as part o f the C U P mandates.

issue has b e e n ignored, " B e a u m o n t said.
"We were m e e t i n g with the Technical Re-

Even if there's just
a dozen (students
crossing), that's a lot of
traffic to contend with.

D o w n t o w n Lynchburg and the

Walton

D

Street Bricige have taken priority over

view CAimmittee about 18 m o n t h s ago and a

Wards Road, according to B e a u m o n t

city official said that U b e r t y hated pedestrians

Liberty General C o u n s e l William M c R o r i e .

and sidewalks," B e a u m o n t said. "We respond-

"For s o m e

reason C o u n c i l m a n

and

Nelson

ed and asked that official to walk around our

thinks it y o u cio anything tor Ward III it is spe-

c a m p u s and then try Wards Road, but start o n

cial treatment, and that mentality baffles me,"

c a m p u s because he w o u l d n o t make it d o w n

I5eaumont said.

Wards Road in o n e piece. I believe our res p o n s e hit home."
T h e D Street Bridge is less b u s y with only
2,l)()t) vehicle trips per day, according to city

Wards R o a d s h o u l d b e a priority for the
city, according to M c R o r i e .
"Everything has to b e prioritized," M c R o r i e
said. "Hopefully safety is at the top o f the list."'

STUDENT ACTIVITIES PRESENTS

it appropriated another $775,000 for the project, but that is awaiting final council approval,
according to Beaumont.
Some pt this money is coming from grants,
according to city planner Tom Martin, Currently, the city is waiting for approval of funding to pay for design work, which should be
finalized in one to two months with the grants
being approved by late April, Martin said.
Liberty University has proposed, a tunnel
project, which would go under the railroad
tracks located in the woods behind the Vines
Center, according to Beaumont. Liberty is
working with the Norfolk Southern engineering firm TSG to review the construction
documents and make a recommendation for
approval to the railroad company Norfolk
and Southern has ultimate authority over
the final approval of the project, according to
Beaumont.
Beaumont expects the tunnel will be approved in the next few weeks and if things go
as planned he hopes to start construction on
the pedestrian tunnel by this summer, but it
does not make sense to build a tunnel with no
crosswalks, he said.

MONDAY APRIL 26
8PM I VINES CENTER

LU STUDENTS $15 ADV
FLOOR SEATS $25
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StudtHi
ActMths

"TTiere are all these kids on Wards Road
and (the city) has done very little for safety,"
Beaumont said. "Once we get them through
that tunnel, it is the city's issue, because they
are off Liberty s property."
A student was hit by a vehicle last year on
Wards Road, Beaumont said.
"It is sad it took thousands of students voting to get the city moving on protecting its
busiest road and shopping area," Beaumont
said.
It is dangerous for students to cross the railroad tracks near Sonic, and it is a good idea to
build a pedestrian tunnel, according to Wilton.
"We need to start with the tunnel, because
it reduces students crossing," Walton said.
"We need to get them off the railway and have
a sate passage for those students."
Tlie city is working on a three-phase pedestrian plan, which would place walkv\/ays across
from Sam's Club with a "refuge area" in the
median where students can press another button to cross the remaining two lanes of traffic,
according to Martin. This would not stop or
interfere with traffic, he said.
The last phase would include a multi-use
trail near McDonalds tor pedestrians and bicyclists, Martin said. iTie city hopes to begin
building the pedestrian features b) the end of
the year, according to Martin.
"People are trying to cross (Wards Road),
and it IS not a sate place for pedestrians," Martin said. "There is no way to stop trathc, and

ijmt'
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people are crossing wherever they want to."
It was a consensus to try to build the tunnel
and the walkway at the same time, according
. to Beaumont. He added that students could
start using pedestrian features before the tunnel is complete.
"We need to coordinate with the city
and have the first phase of the pedestrian
features done so students can get from
liberty to the other side ofWards Road,"
Beaumont said.
Liberty University spent $100,000
to conduct a traffic study, according to
Beaumont, and the city benefited from
this study
*
"It is not Liberty's job to take the busiest area in the city and fix it," Beaumont
said. "We are not designed tofixtraffic."
But city officials and residents often
blame Wards Road traffic on Liberty
University students, he said.
Liberty students make up 65 percent of
total city ridership on mass transit, and the
school spends $ 1.7 million on mass transit for
a 400-acre campus, which is more than what
the city pays for 40 square miles of land, according to Beaumont.
"Blaming Liberty as the major contributor
to traffic congestion is simply an inflammatory statement designed to polarize the city,"
Beaumont said. "Sure Liberty creates traffic,
but we are also leading the way in mass transit,
carpooling, and we have a park and ride option with River Ridge Mall. I am not aware of
another entity including the city doing more
than us to help mitigate traffic problems."
McRorie wonders why people blame traffic
problems on Liberty students.
"We pay tremendous amount of taxes,"
McRorie said. "You hear Liberty creates problems and congestion, but you don't hear the
same things said about Randolph College
and Lynchburg College."
Liberty students have improved economic
conditions for businesses on Wards Road, according to Beaumont.
"Go ask any business owner what happens
to.sales when Liberty is out of session," Beaumont said.
He suggested that students research city
council candidates' stances on issues important to Liberty in the upcoming election.
"Look at where candidates stand on a variety of things," Beaumont said. "They are
spending infrastructure money and are too
focused on downtown compared to Ward III."
Wards Road brings in more revenue than
downtown, Beaumont said.
"I keep hearing about how downtown creates, all this revenue but then you look closer
and see the city has to incentivize businesses
such as Bluffwalk and the Craddock-Terry
Hotel," Beaumont said. "You do not have to
incentivize people to move their business to
Wards Road."
Tlie only reason the city is paying attention
to students' concerns is because they vote in
local elections, according to Chancellor Jerry
Falwelljr
"'^nie city finally seems to be acknowledging that Wards Road and Liberty exist and are
part of the city but that is only because Liberty
students are registering and voting" Falwell
said. "If Liberty students become apathetic,
the city will quickly begin ignoring us again."
Contact Melinda Zosh at
mwshpliberty.eclu.
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TAKING IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL - - Students gathered in t h e Vines Center on Friday night for Student Activities Coffeehouse. Students were able to get on stage for a chance
to w i n a prize by texting, t w e e t i n g or facebooking comments. Kati Overbey (top right) t w e e t e d "I'm single and need a ring by spring, put m e on stage."

Students log in to Coffeehouse 2.0
Christopher Scott

NEWS REPORTER

Campus musicians took the stage at Friday's Coffeehouse along with the usual assortment of dancing grandmas, bag ladies and
African Mermaids. The Dharma Initiative was
also in attendance.
"It was the best one that I have seen in two
years as far as Coffeehouses go" senior Mike
Mullen said.
"Its the best I have seen, and I've been here
for a while," Alumni Betsy Cockburn said.
Seven unidentifiable female students (introduced as "the bag ladies") opened the night with
an act to the tune of Beyonces "Single Ladies"
which morphed to include other pop songs like
Britney Spears' "Baby One More Tune."

"There were a lot of surprise acts," emcee
Aadam Keeley said. "There was a lot of positive energy from the crowd even through a
few technical difficulties. The really positive
crowd was what made the show."

"You and your roommate will be in station
71 or the circle," the Hindson Impostor said.
'And you will be tliere for the next four years.
Every 108 minutes either you or your roommate will have to vote for a Republican."

The Dorm 23-2 guys made a second Enrique Iglesias video in which theyjesolved to
win their girlfriends back by singing "Do You
Know?" Also returning from the Fall was the
"Josh and Connor" duo whom fingerpicked
their way through a classical composition on
nylon stringed guitars.

A group announced as 'Aladin's African
Mermaids" performed a milieu of Disney favorites including "The Circle of L.ife," "Under
the Sea" and 'A While New World." llie audience sang along.

Videos featured dorm wrestlers, "flash"
mobs that menaced students in the DeMoss
Courtyard and an L U Dharma Initiation video in which a student pose^ as Dr. Ed Hindson.
„' 'u ,

MC Aadom Keeley, a familiar face at events
put on by Student Activities, got the opportunity to do an act of his own when he and
another student led the audience in Tlie Fresh
Prince of Bell-Air's theme song.

barrass myself so hopefully I didn't do that."
Keeley said that the Chancellor and his
wife were going to cut out early becausc Falwell had an interview with Fox News the next
morning.
"Tliey ended up staying all the way through.
It's beautiful to have support all the way from
the top like that."
Students leaked out of the Vines Center in
an unusually slow fashion during the final act,
a rendition of The Beatles' "Heyjude."
"I thought the last act was phenomenal,"
Keeley said. "Ihey really just went all out for
it."

"I got asked to do that - it was kind of like a
last minute thing, I was just trying to not em-

Contact Christopher Scott at
cmscott(Sliberty.edu.
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HEALTH CARE continuedfrom A1
Del. Kathy Byron (R) spoke about
ramifications of the bill for the nation
and the state of Virginia, saying that shi
was "pleased the Attorney General has
filed suit."
"Hiis law is unconstitutional, and if
Congress can pass this law, it is giving
them ultimate control," Byron said.
Dr. Bill Tsoi, a private-practice plastic
surgeon in Ft. Collins, Co., spoke about
how the bill will affect his practice. The
health care bill will affect his relationship
with his patients, he said, as well as the
future of medical profession.
"(Young people) will not go into
medicine," Tsoi said. "They will not be as
dedicated and trained."
The government has no right to legislate nationalized health care, according
to Staver.
"You always have to ask the basic question when Congress passes a law. Do
they have the authority to do so?" Staver
said. "Government has limited authority."
The health care bill, which passed
the House of Representatives with
219 votes, and which President Barack
Obama signed into law Tuesday, is a violation of states' rights and an individual's
right to choose, according to Staver.
The only way government can legally
pass this type of legislation is if it affects
interstate commerce, such as transporting items across state lines. The government cannot mandate a law that has
"only a local or state efiect," according to
Staver.

cations (ofthis bill) for year^" Staver said.
"What we do know is that Congress is
forcing every single person to purchase
a product that he or she may not want.
Tliat has nevei happened before."

cies that do fund abortions," Staver said.
"The penalties end up funding abortion."
"This cuts to the very heart of Liberty's
mission and every person who believes
in sanctity of human life," Staver said.

This bill will also affect Liberty's employees, approximately 5,000 total, 1,200
ofwhom are student employees, according to Staver and FalwesU.

"Liberty University is also challenging this bill because it includes a government takeover of the student loan industry," Falwell said.
"Sen. Lamar Alexander of Tennessee
has stated that the government plans to
increase interest charges that students
will pay in order to finance the healthcare bill. He estimated that, in his state,
students will pay an additional $ 1,800 in
interest, generating billions of dollars for
the government to pay for healthcare,"
Falwell said.

"We may not be able to employ as
many student workers as we have in the
past," Staver said.
Currently, Liberty has a 90-day waiting period for employees to receive insurance. The bill changes that period to
30 days, and Liberty would need to pay a
$600 fine for every employee, including
spouses and dependents of employees,
unless the university follows the government's system, according to Staver.
"Liberty is self-insured and must pay a
penalty to the government even though
the insurance is as good or better than
any other insurance (in the country),"
Staver said. "That is going to drive up
costs."
The bill allows for funding of abortions, according to Staver. Twelve prolife democratic representatives voted for
the bill after Obama issued an executive
order assuring that the bill would not
fund abortions, but an executive order
cannot overrule federal law, Staver said.

Few people understand every aspect
of the 2,300-page bill, which includes a
provision reshaping student loans and
extending dependents coverage on parents' insurance policies until age 26, according to Staver

"(Obama tricked) these 12 people
into thinking that (his order) will be
sufficient when in fact all he has to do is
wake up one day and revoke the executive order," Staver said.
The new program requires that if
people do not have health insurance that
matches with the government's program,
then they will pay penalties, and eventu
ally their (Whose program?) program
will fade out, according to Staver.
All policies except for one in the exchange program cover abortion, and
this policy is probably the least desirable,
Staver said.

"No one will ever biow the full ramifi-

"Most people will be forced into poli-

"If I do not want to buy health insurance, how is my non-participation affecting an act across state lines?" Staver said.

"We believe that our students' generation will bear the burden of the paying
for socialized medicine," Falwell said. "It
adds insult to injury to increase the cost
ofstudent loans to pay for this misguided
legislation."
A local Lynchburg judge will rule
on Liberty's case, then it will go to the
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in
Richmond. Then, the case could reach
the U.S. Supreme Court.
Staver would like to see Liberty 's name
linked to the overturning of nationalized
health care, he said.
"This is a massive expansion of governnient intrusion in our lives," Staver
said." We will take this bill head on, and
Liberty will send a message that we will
not compromise."
Contvict Melinda Zosh at
mzosh(®libertyedu.

JERRY F A L W E L L JR.
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CHANCELLOR MAKES
CASE ON FOX NEWS
Chancellor Jerry Falwell, Jr. appeared on
FOX News on Saturday morning to discuss the health care bill's implications for
university students. He spoke on Neal Cavuto's show "The Cost of Freedom." The
following are excerpts from the interview.
"This legisiation...attacks one of our core
beliefs which is the sanctity of life from
conception until natural death."
" We've attacked this legislation on some
of the same grounds as the states' attorneys general."
"... Some of the penalties that we will have
to pay will be used to fund abortions."
"Some of the exchanges that are formed
for people who can't obtain health care
insurance elsewhere do fund abortions. If
a certain one of those exchange programs
fits your needs, and if it happens to provlcle for abotions, you're stuck with it."
To watch the entire irjterview, visit liberty.
edu.

The bill Includes a takeover of the student loan Industry so the
government can over charge students for the Interest they pay
on student loans to pay for this bill.

Falwell
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Stadium
construction
progress

Kellv M a r v e l
NEWS REPORTER

I m a g i n e driving o n t o L i b e r t y Universiry's

ety of difierent events, with an 800-seat lec-

(.if last week, up to five w e e k s b e h i n d sched-

tion team has n o w is preparing the stadium

ule," Director cif Planning and C o n s t r u c t i o n

for the May 15 c o m m e n c e m e n t .

This years

ture hall, several bancjuet r o o m s and various

d i a r i e s S p e n c e said.

c o m m e n c e m e n t festivities are expected to be

other press rooms, l l i e building, w h i c h will

the largest Liberty has seen with an estimated

be about 3 0 feet taller than D e M o s s Hall, will

c a m p u s a n d seeing a newly c t ) n s t r u c t e d builtl-

Spence. the contractors and Liberty ofii-

ing overKH)kintf t h e tontball field that ts over

cials have had to make s o m e changes in their

^00 ieet knig a n d a l m o s t 100 feet tall. W h e n

plans in order to make up tor lost time.

One

also have a n e w 3 0 0 foot l o n g c o n c o u r s e for

2 8 , 0 0 0 people.
Lour additional seating areas in the corners

t h e n e w press box is c o m p l e l e t l in W i l l i a m s

example o f this, according to Spence, is the

o f the stadium are g o i n g to b e added to ac-

S t a d i u m o n Sept. 4 that is w h a t will b e seen by

stair structure tor the building. The original

c o m m o d a t e the large crowds, as well as s o m e

people entering the campus.

plan was that the stairs w o u l d be m a d e ot

temporary bleachers.

v e n d o r s and shelter for students w h o walk to
and from N o r t h C a m p u s .
"We anticipate this to be that really great
o p e n e n v i r o n m e n t where p e o p l e want to h a n g
out, even w h e n there is not a football game,"

'I'he c o n s t r u c t i o n o n the n e w press box be-

poured concrete. 'Ihey have changed this to

"There Iws been a lot o f planning that has

g a n in N o v e m b e r with t h e d e m o l i t i o n ol t h e

be laid brick, w h i c h took about t w o w e e k s off

taken a lot o f energy just to try to coordinate

S p e n c e said. "We have seven h o m e g a m e s this

old press box. C o n t r a c t o r s were able to break

the deficit. The change also helps the e c o n o -

graduation and the construction, and make

year, but it is going to be used a lot m o r e than

g r o u n d at t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e s p r i n g s e m e s -

m y in l.,ynchburg.

sure that o n e is ready for the other and doesn't

that. It IS g o i n g to be a big asset to the univer-

ter H o w e v e r , with t h e 5 0 i n c h e s o F s n o w that

"I k n o w our local brick m a s o n s are happy to

interfere with the other," S p e n c e said. "Gradu-

sity in a lot o f ways."

L y n c h b u r g received this winter, the c o n s t r u c -

get to work because there are a lot ot them that

ation is g o i n g to h a p p e n and w e are g o i n g to

tion is a little b e h i n d schedule.

are laid off," S p e n c e said.

d o it in a classy way at Liberty."

" I h e c o n t r a c t o r e s t i m a t e s that t h e y were, as

O n e of the major focuses that the construc-

C o n t a c t Kelly Marvel at

Tlie n e w press b o x will be used tor a vari-

krmarvel(2) liberty.edu.

Saturday - April 17,2010 • 7PM
Thomas Road Baptist Church
1 Mountain View Road, Lyncburg, VA

TICKET PRICES: Artist Circle - $38, Gold Circle - $25, Individual - $20, Group 10+ - $15
MAIL ORDER: DC Concert Ministies, 2 Professional Dr., Ste 217, Gaithersburg, MD 20879
Add $1 a ticket for mail order. (A small service fee will apply for VISA and Mastercard.)
PURCHASE TICKETS: Call 800-861-0850 ONLINE: www.eventtickets.net
Tickets also available at local Christian Bookstores, the Barnes & Noble bookstore
at Liberty Univeristy and Thomas Road Baptist Church
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CHRIS MABES

Central Connecticut too much for Lady Flames
Daniel Martinez
SPORTS REPORTER

One of Liberty University's newest Division I teams, women's lacrosse, had a particularly brutal week with four losses last week,
including one at home in front of several
dozen fans at Osborne Stadium.
This Lady Flames team has only been in
existence since August, gained most of its
players via an op»en tryout in September and
has only been playing actual games since
March 3, yet on Friday, March 26 the game
was certainly an event. The game was covered
by.Liberty Athletics, had its own announcer
and soundtrack, and had the fans - which
toughed out cloudy, windy, wet conditions who cheered on the team, booed the referees
and were entertained by, Sparlcy the school
mascot.
Liberty's team went into that contest
against the Central Connecticut State Uni-

versity Blue Devils in the wake of a nasty road
trip to Loretto, Pa., where they lost 21-0 to
the UC-Davis Aggies on Monday, and 16-5
to the St. Francis Red Flash on Tuesday
Looking to rebound from their road woes
(they carried a 1 -6 record into the game), the
Lady Flames looked good early, erasing a 2-0
CCSU lead with scores from freshman attacker Lauren See and sophomore team captain Kristin Crowley.
"(Before the game) we talked a lot about
how we've been a second-half team," Head
Coach Regan Denham said, "I think (today)
the girls really wanted to show me we can be
a first-half team."
, That they did, keeping stride with the Blue
Devils, plunging across the mud-slicked, wet
field for every loose ball, contesting every
pass and possession, and erasing subsequent
CCSU leads of 3-2 and 5-3. However, they
gave up three quick goals in the closing min-

ute of the half, allowing the Blue Devils to
seize an 8-5 lead.
Unfortunately for the Lady Flames, the
second half looked more like the last minute of the first half rather than the first 29, as
CCSU ran away, at one point shredding the
Liberty defense for seven unanswered goals
in about eight minutes en route to a dominant 21-9 victory
"They did a really good job of getting the
draws and getting a fast-break down from the
draw," Crowley said of CCSU, which had five
players get at least three goals in the contest.
"(They kept) getting that open girl for shooting."
It was just the Lady Flames second-ever
home game, following a March 20 loss to
Anne Arundel.
Crowley led the home team with five goals,
tying CCSU's Ashley Perkoski for the game
high, and attacker Karen Yates, playing in her

Tennis picks up win over Asheville

Senior Day game, added two scores.
Following that game, the Lady Flames hit
the road again, heading up to New Rochelle,
NY., to play the lona Gaels. That game started
at noon on Sunday
Unlike Friday's game, where the girls were
encouraged by the home support, the Lady
Flames were unable to muster much of a defense against the Gaels, falling by 15 goals in a
20-5 disappointment.
Crowley and Yates provided all the scores
for Liberty, with the team captain scoring
four times and the senior adding one.
While it was an action-filled week for the
Lady Flames - they played four games in
seven days - the disappointing results made
it a long one, leaving them with a 1-8 record
with two weeks between them and their next
game, an April 10 contest against the Davidson Wildcats.

LACROSSE continued on BS

Baseball stumbles
to 1 -3 week
Axel Cerny
SPORTS REPORTER

It seemed that the Liberty Flames baseball
team could do no wrong to start this year,
but Division-I baseball is a long season, and
no team goes a whole season without some
bumps in the road.
Strong teams are characterized by winning
on the days when the ofi^ense or defense does
not live up to their potential and bouncing
back into the v^dn column as quickly as possible afi:er suffering a loss.
Hot hitting catcher Nathan Thompson
said the only thing that will stop this Flames
team from being the strongest team in the Big
South is themselves.

CHRIS MABES

TOUGH TIMES — After beating Norfolk State last Wednesday, t h e Lady Flames w e r e e d g e d by UNC Asheville on Saturday
at t h e LU Tennis Courts. Liberty has struggled this season, w i n n i n g just three of 13 matches, but will look to get back on
track this w e e k w i t h an away match at L o n g w o o d University on Tuesday and a h o m e match against W i n t h r o p on Thursday.

"We're talented enough, and we definitely
have the work ethic," Thompson said.
Over the past week, the Flames went on
the road for four games, facing some of the
tougher competition they have seen all season in addition to opening up Big South play
at UNC-Asheville (UNCA). On Wednesday the Flames took some bumps and bruises away from a 10-0 loss in Blacksburg, Va. in
their only meeting of the year with the Virginia Tech Hokies.

BASEBALL continued on B4
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A L and NL: breaking down the divisions

lake Petersen
SPORTS EDITOR

ll? cr.i/.y how much time
Hies.
It seems )ust yesterday
I was celebrating my New
York Yankees' 27th World
Series title, but nevertheless,
baseball season sneaked up
on me quietly, with the season beginning next week.
Spring training has come and
gone, and now its time for the
start of another grueling 162game season.
On that note, I offer up my
predictions For the American
l.eai^ue, while my counterpart, selfproclaimed Philly
Phanatic Jordan l,oSasso,
will round up the National
League.
AL East- Yankees
'Ihe Yankees are just
I ' M ' f l l (Ibo Much l b
Handle) and there is no reason why they cannot repeat
as World Series champions.
'I hey've added Curtis Cirandei'son to the outheld, but lost
Ian favorites Johnny L~)amon
and 1 lideki Matsui,both who
played integral parts in last
year's success.
Javier Vasquez was brought
back alter a great season in
Atlanta to bolster the rotation, and Nick Johnson will
take over Matsui's spot as designated liitter and could also
see some time at hrst base.
The offense is the best in the
league, and if Vasquez and
Phil Hughes can establish
themselves as viable fourth
and fifth starters, the Yankees
could be even better then last
year.
'Ihe Ked Sox have upgraded their pitching staff with
the addition of John Lackey,
but lost a big bat when Jason
l^ay bolted for the New York
Mets, Boston has filled that
hole with Mike C^^meron,
and also addeil Marco Scutaro and Adrian Beltre, but 1
)ust don't foresee them challenging the Yankees. Ihey
could possibly win the Wild
Card, but it all depends on
how things shake out in the
rest of the American League.
Ihe Rays could challenge
the Red Sox for second [ilace
if their pitching is good and
if the core of Lvan LongoriaCarlos Pena Carl C rawford
can lead the offense. It that
happens, the Rays might have
a sliot at the Wild c:ard if the
Sox sputter
Ihe C">riolcs are an up and
coming, mediocre team with
some talent, but )usi do not
i uive the pitching or offensive
[irowess to match uf* with the
big boys. I'oronto lost tlieir
best [iitcher in Roy t lalladay
and IS a long way awa)' from
being a contender in the AL
Last
AL Central- Tigers
1 )etroit IS my cMily season
favorite to claim the A1. t 'en
tral crown, but don't be sur

petition to the Phillies in the
East, but the Braves offense
will not have the power to
win the division. However
20-year-old rookie Jason
Heyward will have an immediate impact and is my pick
for Rookie of the Year.

prised if Minnesota sneaks
to the top by the end of the
season like they did last year
Hquipped with flamethrower
Justin 'Verlander, and four
other solid starters in Flick
Porcello,Jeremy Banderman,
Nate Robertson, and Max
Schcrzer (who was acquired
from Arizona)
Detroit's
pitching staff is easily the best
in the Central.
The offense is somewhat of
a question mark, but Magglio
Ordonez and Miguel Cabrera will lead the way Llowever,
other than those two, the Tigers don't really have much.
Rookie Austin Jackson, who
was brought in from New
York in the Courtis Grander,son deal, has the potential to
be a star and has performed
well in Spring Iraining thus
far, but it's all about what he
does during the regular season that counts.
As 1 said before, reigning
AL MVP Joe Mauer and the
Minnesota 'Lwins will challenge the I'igers for the Division Championship. Tlie
'I'wins are opening a brand
new stadium this year, but
on oflense, much is the same
as last year, with IV^auer, first
baseman Justin Morneau,
Michael Cuddyer, Denard
Span, and Jason Kubel leading the way Minnesota
brought in J J. ITardy to be the
starting shortstop in addition
to Jim Tliome and Odando
Lludson, which provides
even more veteran leadership
to a team full of experienced
players.
One major question —
how will their
pitching hold up,
namely the closer
position? Joe Nathan is out for the
year after undergoing Tommy John
surgery, creating
a huge gap in the
bullpen. Francisco
l.iriano has been
rumored to fill the position,
but the 'Lwins may need him
to be a starter because their
pitching is no match for Detroit's.
C-'hicago is a team that
could sneak up on Minnesota
and L^etroit, mainly because
of their strong starting pitch
ing. 'Ihe White Sox boast a
starting rotation of the newly
acquired Jake Peavy, Mark
Buerhle, Ciavin l-'loyd and
John Danks. Cleveland and
Kansas City will round out
the cellar of the Al. Central,
AL West- Mariners
Seattle is looking like the
trendy early season pick to
win their division
and
with good reason, 'Ihe KLiii
ners have added an all-star
thud baseman in C!hone Fig
gins (vvlio they got from divi
sion contender Los Angeles)
and a top of the line-starting
pitcher in Clifl Lee over the

The New York Mets are
still a mess, despite signing
outfielder Bay New York
will be competing with the
Washington Nationals as
basement dwellers.
NL Central- Cardinals
IMIOrO I'KOVIDF.I)
offseason, leading many to Jordan LoSasso
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
believe the Mariners can easily best their 2009 record of iLie story of the National
85-77. With a lineup high- League has not changed
lighted by Figgins, Ichiro Su- much in the past two years.
zuki and Jose Lopez to com- The Philadelphia Phillies
pliment a pitching staff of won the league championLee and Felix Hernandez, the ship, and in both years have
Mariners have a good chance beat the Los Angeles Dodgat winning the West.
ers in the National League
"Hie next team on the list Championship Series, 3
has won five out of the last six games to L
division titles, and although
many key pieces have departed (Figgins, Lackey and
Vladimir Guerrero), the Angels still have a solid team.
They signed Hideki Matsui
to take the place of Guerrero
(who went to division rival
Texas) and also strengthened
the bullpen with the addition
of Fernando Rodney, who
had 37 saves last year in Detroit.

It doesn't appear that any
major shakeups will occur
during the 2010 season, either. 'lire Phillies had the
biggest acquisition, trading
for pitcher Roy Halladay
without losing any player on
the Major League level in the
process, and the only other
notable signing in the league
was Jason Bay to the Mets.

Lacking any major changes
between the teams, predictHiis is going to be a two- ing division winners came
team race, as I don't expect down to predicting how playeither Texas or Oakland to be ers would improve, remain
a factor this season. The early consistent or digress from
edge goes to Seattle, but it's, one year to the next. A simple
a toss up as die Angels have task — that is arguable, but
both experience and more an easy assignment — 1 wish.

veteran leadership than the NLEast- Phillies
Mariners.
Retooled with Halladay,
AL Championthe Phillies are still in comYankees
mand of the NL East. Their
ofiense has always been a
Wild Card- Red Sox
AL MVP- Mark Teixeira powerhouse, but at times,
Teixeira will have a mon- streaky llie addition of Placster year hitting in the Yankee ido Polanco will help move
lineup, just as he did last year runners on the bases, and
when he led the AL in both it adds a low strikeout hithome runs (39) and RBI's ter to the formidable lineup
(122). He is the best first of Chase Udey, Ryan Howbaseman in the league and ard, Jayson Werth and Raul
the dude just flat out rakes Ibanez.
the ball. Don't be surprised to
Include former MVP
see big things from Big 'Tex in Jimmy Rollins and All-Star
2010.
Shane Victorino and you
have the best lineup in the
Nl..
I'hiladelphia's
biggest
threats to its three-year reign
as division champion are the
Atlanta Braves and Florida
Marlins. Stacked with solid
starting pitching, the Braves
C'ontact Jake Petersen look to be the strongest com-

AL Cy Youngit is all about Felix Hernandez in 2010. 'Ihe guy is
just straight up nasty and will
be hungry for a Cy Young after finishing second to 'Zack
CJreinke last year.

With Matt Holliday hitting behind Albert Pujols,
teams will no longer get away
with pitching around the
2009 MVP Mix that with
Cy Young candidates Adam
Wainwright and Chris Carpenter, and' St. Louis could
easily run away with this division.
If Alfonso Soriano finds
his stroke after his lackluster
2009 season, the Chicago
Cubs will be a dangerous
team Armed with a good
starting rotation and a solid
offense led by Derreck Lee.
Prince Fielder and Ryan
Braun of the Milwaukee
Brewers are great players but
it's not enough to combat
Milwaukee's overall poor
pitching. Veteran hurler Randy Wolf is underrated and
could help the Brewers be the
dark horse of the playoff race.
NLWest- Rockies
Colorado is young, talented and hungry Troy Tulowitzki is the best shortstop
in the NL and leads a potent
offense that is top three in the
league. Todd Helton is slowing down at 36, but
still batted .325 in
2009. Helton is an
experienced veteran that this young
team can rely on
for leadership.
Ubaldo Jimenez,
26, is at the top of
the rotation coming off a 2009
season in which he won 15
games with a 3.47 ERA and
198 strikeouts. Jorge De
La Rosa came into spring
training in the best condition of his career and has
been tabbed the starter for
the Rockies home opener
after winning 16 games last
year with a 3.46 post All-Star
break ERA.
foe Torre's Dodgers have
been to the National League
Championship Series in
back-to-back seasons, losing
both times to the Phillies. Although there is no real gripe
to have with the Dodgers,
which is a team that boasts a
good lineup and some strong
pitching, including Clayton
Kershaw and Chad Billingsley, but to lose badly twice to
the Phillies in the playoffs has
to be some kind of detriment
to team morale.
Don't sleep on the San

Francisco Giants. San Francisco will ride the reigning Cy
Young winner, Tim Lincecum, and Matt Cain into the
playoffhunt.
NLWild Card-Braves
The Braves have a solid
team. Starting pitchers Jair
Jurrjens and Tommy Hanson
can be unhittable at times.
Pairing them with L^erek
Lowe and Tim Hudson will
make one of the deeper rotations in the NL.
Although their offense has
lacked power, it is still playoff
capable. Chipper Jones, Brian
McCann and Yunel Escobar
are good enough hitters to
earn the Braves a Wild Card
spot in the playoffs.
NL ChampionPhillies
Best pitcher in baseball.
Check. Best lineup in the NL.
Check. And an improved
starting rotation. Check.
Tile Phillies continue to
improve their team while
they continue to dominate
the NL. Their biggest struggles, not moving runners and
too many strikeouts, will be
helped, if not nullified, with
Polanco's arrival.
Their 2010 batting order is
an American League lineup
plopped into the National
League. The lineup will, on
most days, resemble this —
1. Rollins 2, Polanco 3. Udey
4. Howard 5. Werth 6. Ibanez
7. Victorino 8. Carlos Ruiz.
The weakest spot in the order
— Ruiz in the eighth spot —
has actually been the most
clutch hitter in the playoffs
for the Phillies.
This will be a historic trip
to the World Series for i.he
Phillies, because the last time
a team won three consecutive
NL pennants was the 19421944 St. Louis Cardinals.
NL MVP- Albert Pujols
Pujols is a logical choice
every year for the MVP His
numbers are unfathomable,
as he averages 42 home runs,
129 RBIs and puts up a .334
batting average per year. No,
you don't need glasses and it's
not a typo. Those are his real
yearly averages.
NL Cy Young- Roy Halladay
Halladay has a realistic
shot at winning 25 games
now that he pitches in the
NL East instead of the AL
East, The toughest offensivedivisional opponent he has
to face is the Marlins, instead
of pitching against the brutal
lineups of the Yankees and
Red Sox. Hiilladay's 17 wins,
2.79 ERA and 208 strikeouts from 2009 will all likely
improve wliile pitching on a
better team, and against less
talented hitting teams.
Contact Jordan LoSasso at
jlosassoc«>libertyedu.

Sports (\u
Lady Flames split doubleheader with UVA, dominate Radford
Ryjn C!arr

with two more runs, leaving
the sciire at 4-0 in fa\'or ttf
Virginia.
The l.ady Flames came
out determined in the sec
ond game and wasted little
time getting on the board.
li> the second inning with
two outs and two runners
on base, Fiendrix reached on
a fielding error by the shortstop that allowed sophomore Kaylee West to score.
Senior j'nae Jefferson then
doubled to score the second
run of the inning and sophomore Jenny Law singled to
put the score at 3-0,

SPORTS REPORTER

The I,iborty softbal! team
traveled
to
CTiarlottes
ville Wednesday to face off
against in state rival Virginia
in a doubleheader.
The I ,ady Flames dropped
the first contest to the C\wa
liers by a score of4-(.). Virginia pitcher Melanie Mitchell
notched 11 strikeouts while
holding the l>atiy Flames to
only three hits all game. Junior infielder Cassie Hendrix
picked up two of the 1 ady
Flames hits with a double
in the second inning and a
single in the seventh.

Liberty added two more
runs to its lead in the third
inning with a single from
junior Keely McMillion.
McMillion drove in sophomore Kelly Strickland from
third and junior Amber DePasquale to extend the lead
to 5-0. Tlie C]ava!iers began
a comeback in the bottom

Virginia got on the board
in the second inning when
Alexa Martinez walked with
the bases loaded, scoring
Alex Skinkis from third. The
Cavaliers added another run
in the fourth inning to take
a 2-0 lead, ^fhe scoring was
capped off' in the sixth inning

Lady Flames
r

i

Stats ^

9 fiorneruns/fc^lly,

^

t

of the fifth with two runs tm
two hits. Virginia continued
to threaten the Lady I'lames
in the following inning by
picking up another two runs
to pull within a run, .S-4
With the Lady Flames
holding a slim lead in the top
of the seventh inning, Strickland sent one over the fence
to give Liberty more breathing room and a two run lead.
The Lady Flames held on
and secured a 6-4 victtiry
over the C^avaliers, moving to
15-9 on the year.
"We came out and we really just started swinging the
bats much better and got
a lead and we were able to
hold it. T'iffani Smith pitched
a very good game and 1 really
liked the way we attacked the
ball in the second game. We
played much better," Head
Coach Paul Wetmore said.
Smith earned her eighth victory of the season with six

s t p k e o u t s in six i n n i n g s . T h e

lead o v e r (he I h g h l a i u l o i s

the

l.ady

SophonuMV

w i t h a three r u n d o u b l e to

Flames

finished

tlie

IXiniellc 1 Imv

struggling

1 lighlanders

contest w i t h n i n e hits afiei

a i d srai teil the si.oi i n g w i t h a

e n i l the ^;ame after I n e in

b e i n y ; h e l d to three in the fust

triple that s u M c d l u n i o r .Ash

nings

game

le\ Heiismgei. 1 K n v a n l then

R a d f o r d w i t h 1 > hits, w h i l e

Libertx' started off the
week with a win on Tuesilw
over defending Big South
(."onference champion Rad
ford. After dropping two
^ames tii the 1 li^hlanders at
Radford just five days earlier,
the Lady Flames were eager
to come up with a win in
their hrst home game of the
season.

t a m e . i r o u n d ti^ score o n a

the I l i g h l a n d e r s o n h ' m a n

single tixMii West to a d d to

aged three hits ofl of S m i t h

With the Lady Flames
trailing
in the third in
ning, Strickland smacked a
two-run home run to take a
2-1 lead. l\T>ascjuale added
a solo home run for the Lady
Flames to finish off the three-

the lead .S I I I c n d n x d r o \ e
in the sixth r u n t^l the dav
w i t h a single

Libeitv

llie Lad\
home

to

overpowered

i'lames

return

LibertSoftball

Field o n A [ i r i l 2 ^ for a three

' W e were e x t r e m e l y well
["•repareil a n d w e were readv

g a m e series w i t h t o n f e i e n c e
rival W i n t h i o p ,

tor R a d f o r d w h e n tiiey got
here. W'e h a d a g o o d g a m e
plan a n d we e x e c u t e d

the

i^ame p l a n a n d that d o e s n t
hapi^en all the time," Wet
m o r e said. L a w f i n i s h e d olf

C "(Mitatt R v a n C a r r
at rmcarr2(((Mibertvedu,

B A S E B A L L awlmuol
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'Ihey Idlldvvcil that up with
their first l^ig South soncs,
.1 three g.inie set ag.iinsl the
Bulldogs from UN( ;A, Ihey
lost the first two g.iines of the
series hy one run in e.K h, hut
hounted h,u k to take the fi
n.il game "" I I'ollowing the
weeks action, the I'lames

reecirti stood at I 2 in the l^ig
South and 14 S overall.
On Wednestlay I.iherty
sent I )ustin I fmherger to the
rubber in Blacksburg for his
second start of the year Afier
1 .iberty came up empty with
the bases loaded and two
outs in the top of the second
inning, the I lokies got on
the boarti in a big way, plat

ing five runs in the bottcim of
the third,
Outside of Thompson's
two hit game, the F-'iames
could nc^t seem to figure out
Virginia lech starter Manny
Martir, mustering only two
other hits as a team and
never finding their way to the
scoreboard.
'Ihe Hokies finished with

10 runs to I,iberty s zero, and
Martir picked up the win after tossing seven scoreless innings to move to 11 on the
season, IJmberger recorded
his first loss tor the Flames,
giving up five earned runs in
just 2 2/3 innings to make
his record O-l on the season.
After one day ofT, the
Flames were back on the

road in Asheville, N,C1, on
Friday, opening up Big South
Cxmference play Under a
new coaching staff, this year's
Bulldogs showed I,ibcrty
that they will be a contender
in the conference this season,
"They showed they've definitely imprcwed, and their
new head coach has them
moving in the right direc-

tion," Thompson said.
After each team posted a
run in the first inning, it was
Thompson who was driven
home by a Justin Richardson
ground out after doubling and
taking third on a wild pitch
to make it 2-1 in favor of the
Flames after two innings.
It was not until the fifth inning that the Bulldogs struck
back on an error and a runscoring double to give them
a 3-2 advantage. PJ. Jimenez
tied it back up in the top ofthe
eighth with his second hit and
second RBI of the day, but in
the bottom ofthe eighth, the
back and forth battle continued as the Bulldogs took another two runs off a wild pitch
and another error.
Liberty would rally for
one more run in the ninth,
but that would be all as they
dropped their first Big South
game, 5-4, Drew Spears
pitched eight innings, running his record to 1-1 for
UNCA, while Liberty starter
Shawn Teufel took the loss in
a solid effort to fall to 4-1 on
the season.

BETTER BOWLING NAME:

The final two games of
the series between Liberty
and Asheville were played
in a doubleheader on Saturday. Steven Evans possibly
tossed his best outing ofthe
season, in game one, but
UNCA starter Ryan Dull
countered the effort with a
gem of his own.

I

Tied in a 1 -1 pitchers duel
heading into the bottom of
the ninth, Jason Schumer hit
a walk-off home run off of
Evans to give the Bulldogs a
2-1 win and a two games to
none lead in the weekend
series. Evans went eight-plus
innings, giving up two runs
on four hits, while striking
out five and walking three
batters. He fell to 3-1 on the
season, while Dull moved to
3-0 on the year after tossing a
complete game.
Tlie Flames salvaged the
final game of the series, as the
last of Liberty's weekend rotation, Keegan Linza, tossed
a complete game of his own.
Trailing by two in the top
of the second, the Flames offense finally came alive with
four runs on four hits. Josh
Richardson beat out an infield single to bring home the
first run. Centerfielder Curran Redal drove in another
run on a sacrifice fly two batters later, and Matt Williams
and Tyler Bream used run
scoring singles to conclude
the scoring outburst.

getusc.com

methingbetter
believe in so

The Flames would bring
in three more runs before the
end ofthe game thanks largely in part to left fielder Doug
Bream's three-hit effort.
With the 7-2 win, the
Flames moved to 1 -2 in conference play and 14-8 overall, The Bulldogs record fell
to 2-4 in the Big South and
7-13 overall. Linza moved to
a Big South-leacting 5-U with
the win, while UNCA starter
Jason Schumer fell to 0-2.
Liberty wiO return home
this afternoon to play the
George Mason Patriots at
3 p.m. and will play Virginia
Commonwealth on Wednesday The Flames play a threegame home series this weekend against High Pomt.

FrwfaKonlmGlaitn based oti cwHtHned voice,tod»id Ptt

by typical U.S. C«IW»

Ottw ra^hctiom Sn itai t|f daUHs, oeoo'j U.S. C«(Ma{

t /W

Contact Axel Cerny at
Axelcerny(a>gmail.coni.

LU equestrian team finishes inaugural season

n.inicl Martinez

SPORTS REPORTER

There are dozens oFsports at Liberty University, whether indoor, outdoor, varsity, club
or intramural For most, you have to hustle,
look for your teammates or keep your eye on
the ball.

f

No one on the equestrian team has to do
any of those things.
Members of the equestrian team have to
keep their shoulders back, lean forward, hold
the reins in a controlled but relaxed grip, keep
their heels down and keep their balance by
squeezing a horse with their legs.
The Liberty University Equestrian Team
became a reality just days betore the start ot
the tall 2009 semester It became more substantial when Crystal Rivers, a member of
'Tliomas Road Baptist Church and owner ot
the Serene Creek Run Riding Center
a
horse training facility with a barn, stables, and
indoor and outdoor arenas in Forest - offered her facility and equipment to the needs
of the team,
"Tliey asked me to be the coach," Rivers
said of Liberty's response.
Rivers, her facility and her horses have
had a presence in the Liberty community
since 2007, when she started holding weekly
T'RBC Community Croups on Wednesday
nights, offering local residents the chance to
learn about horses and practice riding them.
The response was immediate.
"Usually there are 20 or 30 people," local
resident Diane Rays said of the groups, which
have been held ever since." (Rivers) has given
a lot ofkids an opportunity to ride who never
normally would."
But once the fall semester started, Rivers - who hails from the Dallas/Fort Worth
area and has been training horses since 1977
- became a coach, and, soon, the 12-member
LACROSSE contmued
from B1
After Friday's loss, Denham said, "Part of
our problem was our numbers."
And while that was descriptive of the loss to
CCSU, that encompasses part of the problem
for the Lady Flames in their inaugural season.
Lacrosse is a team sport, one that, as Denham said, usually sees teams of 25 or 30 players, and, with only 12 players (including the
goalie) on the field at one time, is able to substitute on the fly, similar to sports like hockey
and soccer. But with just 16 players, "fresh
legs" are hard to come by leaving some Lady

A NEW BEGINNING — Although its only in its early stages, the Liberty University
equestrian t e a m will look to make a n a m e for itself next season with nine meets
slated to take place after competing in only three this season.
team was frequenting Serene Creek, learning everything from how to groom and feed
horses to how to ride them while they aie
moving at high speeds.
"1 was doing community service (at Se
rene Creek)," junior Jaynie Ingram said. "C>nc
day coach asked me if 1 wanted to be on the
team. I had only been on a horse one time
in my life and didn't have lessons on it. 1 said
T don't know how to ride,' and she. said, 'I'll
teach you.'"
Other members of the team brought years
ofexperience. Senior Mary Hedrick has been
riding horses since she was 11, and junior
Kamilah I-leid and grad student Jenna Sellers
have ridden since they were seven.
"Now we can market to people with horses
who might want to come to I.,iberty because
we have an equestrian team," Rivers said ot
the benefits of this new program.
A member of the If iSA (Intercollegiate
Horse Show Association), the team spent
Flames playing all 60 minutes of a game that
requires near-constant running.
"I think the girls just pushed it until (they)
didn't have anymore," Denham said of Friday's game.
Fatigue has thus been a factor in their
games, as has inexperience — Crowley is
the only member of the current team to have
played at a Division-I level before, and only a
handful of the others even have competitive
high school experience --- but good things
are on the horizon.

its inaugural season largely learning IKHV to
compete by practicing at Serene C'reek and
b\' attending other local shows to watch both
horse and rider. Then, in the spring semester,
as they had the go to begin competing thonv
selves, two of their first meets were snowed
out.
While the team is largely a recruiting tool,
team members did participate in three meets
this semester, competing against such schools
as Lynchburg C'ollege, Sweetbriar College,
Radford University and William & Mary
According to Ingram, a horse and rider are
paired at random at a meet. Tlie rider must
then lead the horse into the ring, mount and,
while a judge watches, have the horse walk,
trot, canter, also referi'ed to as a "controlled
gallop" or jump over courses.
"There's all sorts of things they can ask you
to do," Ingram said. "And you're expected to
do them."

signed up for the fall, and more could be on
the way Nine meets are anticipated for next
year, starting in Cctobcr. And the cominunity groups are in session every Wednesday,
cost free, with the chance tor anyone inter
ested to ride one of Serene C 'reek's 18 horses
(their names include Blondie, Comet, ("loud.
Sonny Stoner and Aurora) and learn more
about them and their handling from one ot
the team members.
Anyone interested in joining the team
should contact Rivers throui^h tlie information on the club team's Web site, under Ultimate LU.
"It's like any other sport," Ingram said. "You
have to work out, practice, and watch other
people."
And there's a horse, too.
Contact L^aniel Martinez
at dpmartinez((()libertyedu

T'welve new team members are alreadv
ham said. "It's going to be really helpful to have
more than 16 players on the sideline."
Crowley said the team motto this year has
been "build tradition." Friday's contest was,
proof that they have begun building. Tliey
may not have won, but with a fresh stadium

and impressive turnouts, the Lady Flames lacrosse team looks to be another part ot Liberty's sports dynasty in the future.
Contact Daniel Martinez at
dpmartinez(a)liberty.edu.

"We already have eight girls that are signed
with us for next year, and we have a couple
more we're waiting for answers from," Den-
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LOOKING G O O D — East Campus Intramural fields receive lighting, a m o n g various other improvements.

Intramural fields
receive facelift

players four extiv. hours tif game
time and allow students to play
IiUramural athletes will games as late as 1 [) p.m.
"Factoring in the amount of
notice some changes liave
taken place on tlie iiast C !anipus sports we offer and the amount
liekls. New lights aiul parking of teams we have signed up,
the average team vvould get to
spaces are |ust the beginning of
many improvements that have play six games per semester,"
enhanced not only the fields, Barnhouse said. "With the
but the experience of spectators lights, we have ciime close to
doubling the amount of games
aiul players as well.
scheduled,
while offering more
More than $2()t),()00 was
sports
for
students to choose
spent on improvements made
from."
to the upper set of fields on
East C'ampus, according to
Sophomore Lisa Youngerman
l)irector of'C!ampus Recreation is a scorekeeper for intramural
and Intramural Sports Hd athletics and thinks the lights
Barjjhouse. 1'hese fields, which have had a big part in how the
are located closest to the dorms, athletes play
received permanent lighis in
"The lights are a lot brighter
October, l^arnhouse said the and higher. We don't have as
lights were the most pressing many shadows anymore, and I
need for the fields. I'rior to the think that the players are playing
lights being installed, games a lot better," Youngerman said.
could only be played during the
hi addition to lights, a
day, often causing conflict with p e r m a n e n t
backstop
was
class schedules. '!lie lights allow installed for one of the Softball
Betsy Abraham
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fields. Fifty parking spots
were also added to the fields.
One of the mote noticeable
improvements is the addition of
new fences around the fields.
'T'hese new fences are much
taller than the previous ones,
which help prevent balls from
flying into the roadway Not
only do the fences make the
fields look more professional,
but they also help to protect the
f ields from outside damage.

cares about athletics. They want
everyone to play and not just
the people who are here on a
scholarship," Youngerman said.
According to Barnhouse that
'Is exactly what Laberty aimed
to do with these improvements.
"In my opinion, providing
better venues and facilities
adds to the experience for the
students. We strive to provide a
variety of sports tor everyone,"
Barnhouse said.

"it gives (the fields) a more
official look, and I also like that
now people can't drive onto
the fields and destroy them,"
Youngerman said.

Freshman John Ashton plays
both intramural flag football and
soccer and is glad that Liberty
irwested in enhancing the fields.
"I feel like the program is
worth something to the school
... because they actually.spent
time to put an effort into the
intramural fitlds," Ashton said.

Students should also expect
to see a new frisbee golf course
in early April. !n addition, there
is talk of adding field turf, a
product that will make it easier
for athletes to play games even
after bad weather.

Contact Betsy Abraham at
babraham3((?)liberty.edu.

Pingpong
players pound
the paddle:
Liberty's little known
intramural sport
Peter Sawyer

FEATURE REPORTEf?

Liberty offers a vai iety of intramural sports
in which students can participate. Most students choose to participate in sports like
soccer or basketball, but each semester eight
to 10 students participate in intramural pingpong, according to Associate' Director for
Intramural Sports Steve Chamberlin.
"We've offered (pingpong) for the past
few years," Chamberlin said, "We offer five
tournaments a semester."
The tournaments are played on the pingpong tables in the Tilley Student Center.
"We have three tables and we have double
elimination," pingpong player Kanghyun
Jung said.
Pingpong is not as popular as some of the
other intramural sports offered at Liberty
because it appeals to a less competitive
crowd.
"Its more recreation oriented," Jung said,
"We can decide the rule — best out of five or
seven -— so it's not very professional."
Pingpong is in full swing this semester.
The third tournament of the current season
was held last Friday

"(The money and time
spent) shows that the school

Contact Peter Sawyer at
psawyer(S)libertyedu.

Upcoming Events

April 12 "Vietnamese Dinner"'
Reber Thonnas Dining Hail
5:00PM-7:30PM
Ha^2010

Don't have a meal plan?

Vietnamese & Thai
Dinner!

We've got your solution!

Come and join us! There will be
plenty of excitement this month as
we celebrate the flavors of World
Renowned Chef, Restaurateur and
Cookbook Author Mai Pham. Enjoy new flavors and enter for your
chance to win a copy of Chef Mai
Pham's world famous cookbook!

ciincih

April 12, Reber Thomas Dining Hall

Want to receive special discounts?
Sign up for

my

FHE DINING CONNECTION

What, do you g e t ^
• Receive exclusive, valuable promotions and
offers, only sent to myDtxt.com members!
•

Save time and money with up-to-date
discounts at your favorite campus dining
location(s)!

•

Never miss a great deal again! The best offers
go directly to you!

•

Simple, Fast & Secure!

•

Completely FREE!

•

Opt-out at anytime.

Enjoy total flexibility when
you eat!
Get a FREE resident dining
meal for every three you
purchase.

Here's how it works...
•

Ask the cashier for a 5 0 % off coupon and use it
on your first trip to Reber Thomas, then they will
give you your Cinch Membership Card.

•

Every time you purchase a meal in Reber Thomas,
just present your CINCH Membership Card to our
cashier for a special CINCH stamp.

•

For every three meals you purchase at full price,
you'll qualify for a fourth meal ABSOLUTELY FREE!

•

The best part is that after you complete your
Membership Card (nine meals purchased), you
then qualify for a special 2 0 % discount on all
future trips to Reber Thomas.

facebook

Spring Break

MISSIONS TRIPS
Kelly Marvel
FEATURE
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For college students, spring break has long
involved going to the beach, getting a tan
and having a great time with friends away
from school and worries. For many l.iberty
I'niversity students, however, this spring
break was a time to show the love of Christ
to people all over the world in a number of
different countries.
Campus Pastor johnnie Moore led a group
of I,iberty students on a I,ight Ministries trip
through Africa to see the work that I,iberty
is doing to help suffering Africans. Fifty
students worked in Uganda and 19 were in
Ethopia. Moore also visited Rwanda on his
trip.
According to Moore, students were on
other trips sponsored by Light Ministries in
North Africa, Bosnia and West Asia. Liberty
students were also in 32 other countries on
missions trips not sponsored by Liberty
While in Uganda, Moore and the students
worked primarily with children who were
formerly soldiers. Tliese children fought
with the Lord's Resistance Army who
kidnapped and trained them to fight against
the Ugandan government for several years.
Moore and his team also worked with girls
who were kidnapped by the rebel group and
forced to be sex slaves.

Kampala, Uganda.
"I saw joy in the lives of these
people that came directly from
the Lord," junior lanya Thawley
said. "Fach of them had gone
through awflil tragedies, and yet it
was so evident to see that the Lord
had redeemed each of them and
given them such an abundance
of joy Even in the pain and the
brokenness, it was such a beautiful
thing to see the Lord moving in the
lives ofthese people."
The 19 Liberty students in
Ethopia hosted a week-long soccer
camp for 41 children aged 11 to
1 )()M1N1(,H I VLL) \L I • I '1 A/A
Students traveled to Haiti during spring break on one of several
17. Most of the aspiring athletes MAKING A DIFFERENCE
came from a Muslim background. nnissions trips.
"My picture of the world is so broad
in the lives ofthe Haitians.
By the end of the week, 27 of the 41
"I have never seen something so beautiful because 1 have seen what (iod has done, and
children came to know Christ. One of the
as to see these men with their hands in the air my faith is so much bigger because I have
children was the son of a local Muslim cleric.
"In one week, a lot of lives were changed," and tears running down their faces, singing to encountered Christians arouiul the world
Moore said. "I love seeing Liberty students our God without any anger or resentment for who have seen God do extraordinary things,"
what they have lost in the earthquake," junior Moore said. "I would ask every L-iberty
on the front lines of what God is doing."
student to consider going (on a missions
Another group of Liberty students called Amanda Woodard said.
The group also visited three different trip)."
Caribbeans in Action (CIA) traveled to
Maiti over break. The country suffered a
7.0-magnitude earthquake in January

'A lot of these child soldiers escape but
their lives are tattered," Moore said.
The team participated in a graduation
ceremony for the children from trade school,
'fliey are taught either sewing, cosmetology
or welding.

While in Haiti, the group hosted several
pastor conferences, focusing on the topics of
restoration and hope.
"Tliese conferences were amazing," senior
John'ae Davis said. "We were so blessed to
interact with pastors that have lost everything
within two short months (and still) worship
God with such authenticity and on one
accord."

'Tlie Light team also dedicated a home
built by Liberty for AIDS orphans in

Upon seeing the pastors worship, the
students said that they knew God was at work

orphanages, where they were able to
distribute supplies, give money for water and
interact with the children. They passed out
supplies and food in the streets and churches.
The people of Haiti were happy to receive the
supplies and to see the students.
"Seeing a nation who has been through so
much but still finds joy and comfort in the
Lord really made an impact in my life," junior
Jack Edma said.

Senior IXiminique Vidale-I'la/a, leader of
the CIA trip, knew that going to Haiti would
be the experience of a lifetime.
"It was undoubtedly one of the best
experiences of my life, and my only regret is
that we couldn't stay longer and that we didn't
have more to give," 'Vidale-Plaza said. "Seeing
Ciod's work in Haiti has spurred on my faith
in ways 1 couldn't even imagine."
Contact Kelly Marvel at
krmarvel(tDlibertyedu.

' Going on a missions trip, according to
Moore, is a life-changing experience that
every Christian should have.

Students get a step ahead at Job Fair
Karissa Sechrist
FEATURE

REPORTER

The Career Center held
its annual job fair March 23
in the Reber-Thomas Dining
Hall. Roughly 30 agencies
and organizations were
represented, and students
were given the opportunity
to meet lace to face with
potential employers.
"We have the job fair each
year to help students who are
either graduating or looking
for a job or internship — to
find that place where they
are supposed to be," Career
Center Event and Recruiting
Coordinator Kelsey LeBel
said. "We have a wide variety
of organizations represented
from around Virginia. We
have both secular and faithbased organizations here."
LeBel, who has organized

several job fairs, advises
students to remember to
put their best foot forward
and look the part by dressing
professionally

matter what major, but they
must have a good personality
and want to help people,"
recruiter and alumnus Dave
Abith said.

Students were asked to
sign in on computers as
they entered the fair. Within
the first hour more than 60
students came through. A
wide variety of employment
options were presented
- from selling insurance
to working with kids for
the summer in New York
City Students were able to
meet potential employers,
ask questions and find out
more about opportunities
that might await them after
graduation.

Students benefit the most
from a job fair when they
prepare beforehand.
'T would definitely say
bring in your resume and
your cover letter, as well as
be very optimistic. Go to
the career center, they really
do help you. You can also
complete a mock interview
there to help you prepare
for the real thing," Special
Olympics intern Ashley
Misenheimer said.

"I'm looking foi>fun kids
that are graduating college
who are energetic and want
to work hard. It really doesn't

/ Doesn't GROW
On Trees,,,
Walden P o n i Apartment Homes
3 0 0 EWofiiiij Willow Drive
Lynclil>ut5,VA2450l

866-939-6768
Ask about our
SPECIALS.
You'll be glad you did!
tlo it ill online

Misenheimer, a former
Liberty student, found her
internship at the job fiiir last
year. She said the best part
of her internship is having
the opportunity to develop

I
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relationships with people
and impact their lives for the
better.
In addition to the
companies represented at
the fair, camps were also
present because the camp
fair was cancelled due to
adverse weadier earlier this
year.
While this year's job fiair^
may be over, students can
visit the Career Center for
SRI-:I'iiANii-: Li..c:as
help with getting their job
search started, as well as for GET A JOB — Students fill out applications and meet
potential employers at the job fair.
help with determining what
might be the best career path
Read
for them as individuals.
RULES OF THE GAME:

Blogger: Jon Rouse
www.jonrouse.blogspot.com
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Liberty student crowned Miss Lynchburg
Sar.ih Shukskii^cr

fhe News 8( Advancc.
] larley will represent
"When they .iiinmiiuxHi l-.ynchburg at the Miss
niy name, ! gut this really Virginia pageant in June
shocked look on niy lace. in Roanoke, according to
1 tiiok my walk around the the News & Advance. 'Tlie
slai;e with my crown and pageant will be a week long,
flowers. While [massing the and the competition will
(judges) table, I diankcd (the be televised once the top
10 have been announced,
|udges) a million times,"
A pageant novice, 1 leather according to Harley
I larley did not expect to win
"I know its going to be
her (list pageant. lUit that is a lot fiercer competition,"
)ust what she did.
f farley said.
Hie Miss I-ynchburg
A I.iberty senior majoring
in fashion merchandising pageant consisted of several
anil interiors and minoring categories in which the 14
in business, } larley was contestants were judged.
crowned Miss Lynchburg at
Harlier on during the day
the Miss Lyncliburg pageant of the pageant, the interview
on Feb. 27 at the James River session took place
C'ltnierence C-enter.
"I stood in front of the
"I was )ust doing it lor lun. judges' table.s, and they
I've always wanted to try asked me questions for 10
out lor a pageant because minutes," said Harley "1 tried
I tliought It would be my to be funny and light and airy
with them."
niche," Harley said.
FEATURE
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/\lso an incentive tor
entering the [xigeant were
the prizes flarley received:
a $750 cash scholarship,
an $8,000 scholarship to
Liberty University and an allexpenses-paid trip to tlie Miss
Virginia pageant, according to

The
pageant
began
with an opening number,
during wliich all 14 of the
contestants were introduced.
Next were the swirnsuit,
talent and evening wear
rounds. Tine talent portion
was worth 35 percent of the

industry that generates $32
billion a year," Harley said.
Tlie
charity
Harley
represents is Love 146,
whose mission is to abolish
child sex slavery and
exploitation, according to
Love 146's Web site.

Houston version of "I W^ill
Always Love You" during the
talent portion of the pageant.
Though this was her
first pageant, Harley is no
stranger to trying out tor
competitions. She tried for
American Idol in 2007.

"What Love 146 does is
go in, take the girls out (of
the trafficking business) and
take them to safe houses,"
Harley said.

Flailing from Lancaster,
Penn., Harley said her
mother and grandfather are
her mentors.

Harley tailors her message
about
sex
trafficking
depending on the age ot the
audience.
Over spring break, Harley
spoke to a group of 3rd
through 5th graders about
staying safe on the Internet,
especially on Facebook.
She also read stories to
preschoolers about being
carehil around strangers.
P N O R O Fkovidi;!)
PAGEANT — Heather Harley was crowned Miss Lynchburg 2010 on Feb. 27.

judging, according to Harley
Perhaps
the
most
significant part of the
competition was the on stage
question, where Harley was
asked about her platform -

sex trafficking.
"I gave the statistics about
sex trafficking, hoping the
numbers
would
speak
for themselves and shock
people into action Ttiis is an

With several speaking
engagements already under
her belt and more to come,
Harley hopes to raise
awareness in the Lynchburg
community

"My mom keeps me
extremely grounded. When
1 went home for .spring
break, I went tanning a few
times. My mom said to me,
'You're going to turn into a
diva. Don't turn into a diva,'"
Harley said.
Harleysaysher grandfather
is always supportive, and he
is a great man of God.
After graduating, Harley
hopes to open her own
wedding planning business.
Contact Sarah Stockslager at
scstockslager(£i)libertyedu.

Harley has been singing
since she was young and took
seven years of vocal lessons.
She sang the Whitney

Teddy bears give warm fuzzies to kids
ClaseyOvercash
FEATURE

REPORTER

'fhe Alpha l.amba l^elta Honor
Society (Af.n) held its second
teddy bear drive March 22 - - 25
for the child residents of Virginia
Baptist Hospital. The drive was
a great opportunity for ALD
fre.shman to encourage students to
serve the Lynchburg community
According to Bessie Grayson,
the administrative advisor for the
ALD, the teddy bear drive started in
2009. I.ast year, the ALD officers
were given the idea from another
chapter. One of the ofhcers then
contacted Virginia Baptist Hospital
to see if it would be possible for
members to donate new teddy
bears to the children.
Last years drive was promoted
last minute, but AL.L) was still able to
collect 254 bears, llie new stuffed
bears are given to an individual
child in their hospital room, to take
their minds off the pain and help
them laugh with family members.

With the success of last year's drive,
ALl^ had high hopes for this year.
An online student,Jessica Moore,
wanted to help as much as she could
with the teddy bear drive. She
said that while her daughter was a
resident at Virginia Baptist in 2009,
she received a small blue teddy bear
and to this day she still sleeps with
It. Moore has contributed to this
year's drive and hopes that more
online students get involved.
"The total count of teddy bears
that have been collected from
people all over town was 100 even.
I told them the way I see it, we just
came together to help make 100.
children smile," Moore said.
'T.ast year's Teddy Bear Drive
is what first had mc interested
in Alpha Lambda Delta as a
community group aside from the
fact that an honor society looks
great on a resume," ALD Editor
Mary Seilkop said. "It is a privilege
to be behind the scenes this year
as an ofhcer to see how the event

brings hope and encouragement to
those in the local area. I hope that
every child who needs a cuddly
companion at the Virginia Baptist
Flospital Children's Ward will be
able to receive one this year."
Accorciing to Seilkop, ALD
had a very positive response
from resident students as well as
students a few states away in the
online program. Several boxes
around campus are completely full.
ALD hopes the drive will become
a spring tradition, so that more
hospitals in the Lynchburg area can
get involved.
ALD had between 50 and 60
boxes all across the campus ready
for donations of brand new teddy
bears. Tlie bears needed to be
new since they will be given to sick
children in a hospital. According to
Grayson, last year some donations
were used and had to be donated
elsewhere.

________

„

,„.

at cmovercash^Mibertyedu
casby Ovi-rcasi i
TEDDY BEARS — Donated bears were collected In the DeMoss
Contact Casey Overcash grand lobby before being sent to sick children at Virginia Baptist
Hospital.

Liberty named activist of year by AIPAC

Sandy Hodges
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The largest gatheiing of congressmen and
senators outside of political othcc assembled
with the largest gathering of Student
Government Association (SGA) presidents
at the 2010 American Israel Public Affairs
C 'ommittee (AIPAC) last week in Washington,
1.K'
At the meeting, I iberty University was
recogni/ed with tlie Activist of the Year award,
according to a news release from /\j.pac.org.
The 2010 Policy C lonlerence "brought tc>gether
more than 7,5tX) pro Israel advocates, including

more than 1,300 proTsrael campus advocates
and 213 Student Government Association
presidents. Students represented 370 campuses,
fiom all 50 states and the District of Cokmibia,"
according to a March 24 press release fi'om
AIPAC.
I'he release continued, "Student activists
from liberty University were presented
with the 'Activist of the Ye^u ' award for their
steadfast commitment to proTsrael politics,
which included outreach efforts to leaders of
College Democrats, College Republicans, vUid
the Student Ciovernment Association, and
educating them on the Iranian nucle.u' tlueat."
SC.A President Mattliew Mihelic, SGA Vice
President of Student Affairs Taylor Webb,
and C'hair of the St^md vvitl i Israel ClubJimws
Kimme)' accejHed the award on behalf of
Liberty.
After being elected Libett)''s SGA president,
Mihclic along with Kimmey set plans in niotion
for making Liberty more avvaie and involved in
t'l? proTsrael cause.
Liberty's first annual Hanukkah Dinner
licid last senie.ster to honor Israel was one of"

numerous efforts made by Liberty students
supporting the proTsrael cause.
Receiving the "Activist of the Year" award
stands as evidence that students' hard work and
dedication to supporting Israel achieved the set
goals and cert.iinly did not go imnoticed.
"It was an lionor representing Liberty
University by showing America that we, as the
next generation of evangelical Christians in
America, support tlie Jewish people .uid the
right to a fiee state of Israel," Mihelic said
Wlien asked why he decided to actively
support Israel, Milielic answered: T support
the state oflsrael because the Jewish people ai'e
God's chosen people according to the Bible,
because Israel is the only politically free ally
of tlie United States in the Middle East, and
because thej ewisli people have been persecuted
more tlian any other people in liistory and need
a secur e state where they can live freely."
In an e-nlail expressing appreciation to the
student body presidents for attending the
convention, Campus Political L')irector Alex
Broiwo for All^AC! said, "As Jonathan Kessler
and 1 indicated at our dinner Satiuday evening.

your Policy Conference invitation was not just
an invitation to a conference, but rather an
invitation for continued involvement"
AIPAC is an organization which proclaims
its constant focus is to assemble and strengthen
relations between the United States and
Israel. One way the American membership
organization hopes to achieve its focus is
through constantly supporting cooperation
between the two countries in military and
economic concerns, as well as cooperation in
cultiual and scientific matters.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Israeli
Piime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Tony
Blair and Professor of Law at Hamrd Law
School Alan Dershowitz were among the
speakers at the three-day conference.

Contact Sandy Hodges at
slhodges(S!libeity.edu.
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CONFEDERACY — Calvin Ashwell and Terry Wooldfldge are CMI War Historians. They point out that few people realize that the Confederacy had Naval forces.

Civil War Seminar
takes students back in time

Melinda Zosh
NEWS

EDITOR

Wearing his navy blue uniform and standing straight, he looked like he just marched
from a battlefield or a scene from "Gone with
the Wind."
But Liberty senior Cody Turner was not
the only soldier in DeMoss Hall on Saturday
afternoon. He was one of the few Union men
in sight, until George Custer emerged to talk
about his Cavalry career before his infamous
last stand at Little Big Horn.
The discussions and exhibits were part
of Liberty University's 14th annual Civil
War seminar. This year's topic was "Jine the
Calvary," and more than 250 people attended, according to co-director Kenny Rowlette.
Several tables away, two middle-aged men
dressed in gray stood out from the crowd, but
it was not because of their Southern accents.
Calvin Ashwell and Terry Wooldridge were
manning an exhibit of miniature models
of submarines and ships, adding that the
Confederacy did indeed have a Navy.
A tiny antique picture of a bearded man
sat framed next to one of the ship models. Ashwell is the spitting image of a man
named Ebenezer Farrand. As a living historian, Ashwell transforms into a man who died
ifnore than 100 years agoT"'"

L

Ashwell is writing a book about Farrand,
who built iron clad ships during the Civil War
"The battle was fought mostly by teenagers
and old men," Wooldridge said. "The Union
wanted to take Lynchburg in the worst way"
Lynchburg held 33 hospitals, railroads,
canals, gunpowder supplies, bullets and textiles, according to Ashwell. It was one of
the few towns where women could serve
as nurses. It even held a Prisoner ot War
(POW) camp on what is now the grounds of
E.G. Glass High School.

Standing next to Turner, Day explained
that the Sons of Union Veterans are raising
money to put a Civil War monument at the
high school. Day has raised $11,000 toward
the $120,000 project. He hopes to complete
the monument byJune 18,2014—the 150th
anniversary of the Battle of Lynchburg.

f I

B e c a u s e i>iir f - a i i l r n i a t i c r s . , . . t i c c a u s e t H i r { r e e c l o n i
BrtHiiiht

To

} OH

"We need to make sure tliat history is not
forgotten," Turner said. "Soldiers fought (for
future generations) even though they would
never know us just so that we could have a
better life."
Sophomore Sara Mellette, a member of
the Victorian Society, learned the truth about
the war that claimed more than 600,000 lives.
"I learned the true role of the Civil Wir It
was not over slavery, it was over states' rights,"
Mellette, a government major, said.
Coordinator L')r. Kenny Rowlette and seminar co-chairs Dr Cline Hall and Dr Brenda
Ayres hope more students will come to the
seminar next year

"General Grant said that if he could capture Lynchburg for one d-ay he could end the
war," Pass Commander ot the Sons of Union
Veterans Mark Day said.

Turner, a history major, joined the Sons of
Union Soldiers, a group which preserves the
memory of Northern soldiers, after learning

f •

about his ties to the Civil Wir
He has been involved with Sons of the
Confederacy as well, because one of his relatives served in a Kentucky unit and died
during the war Through his involvement,
Turner realized the importance of researching his ancestry

"I laid out the pictures of (many) captains
and commanders, and I asked my friends
to pick the person that I most resembled,"
Ashwell said.
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The theme next year will be the year
1861. Those interested in joining the Sons
of Union or Sons of Confederate groups
may contact the history department at (434)
582-2087.

"We really want them to be there,"
Rowlette said. "While we have many attendees each year, they are getting older and older
We need for our students to from the next
generation of those who will remember and
•honor the men and women who gave the
last full measure of devotion and sacrifice for
their respective causes."
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MUGS —Bill Frueh traveled from Colorado to depict Confederate Calvary hero
"Jeb" Stuart.
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12,000 kids and counting
Amanda Magee
CONTRIBUTINQ

REPORTER

When studtMits go to the Reber Thonnas
Pining Hall, there is usually just one thing
on their mind
food. For many students
who regularly go to the dining hall tor lunch
they look forward to hearing the Bible verse
and joke of the day from cleaning lady Esther
If you take a trip to the dining hall at
Liberty any weekday .Ind turn to the right,
you will see a group of students laughing,
smiling and engaging in lively conversation
with a petite woman with short, silver, curly
hair and glasses. She washes the tables and
pushes a cleaning cart with a bright smile,
and after talking with Esther, students leave
with her contagious attitude.
"She is just smiley, cheerful and makes us
glad to be there" junior Angela Dion said.
"Esther knows almost everybody and even
if she doesn't know them she will say hi and
smile anyways," sophomore Dan Bridges said.
At one time almost every student at
Liberty knew Esther, before the dining hall
was divided into brightly colored sections.
Back then, Esther used to see almost all the
students that came to the dining hall, but
now only students that make a habit ot sitting
in her section or know someone that knows
Esther have the pleasure of fellowshipping
with her during the lunch hours.
A student might see her cleaning cart with
a manila folder securely taped to both sides
with an encouraging verse arid strike up a
conversation with her, or she will just start
talking. Esther admits that she can talk to just
about everyone.
"You know me ... It just simply amazes
me I can go from table to table and tind
something to talk about," Esther said.
When asked about her favorite part of
working at the dining hall, her answer would
not surprise anyone who knows her.
"The students," she said.
The students love her, too. Students may
have to wait a few minutes to talk to her
because other students are 'chatting away
with her. Conversing and serving students

at Liberty for almost eight years, Esther has
become famous, and for some, a part of the
I jberty experience.
"She is the kind of lady you remember for
the rest of your life and want to tell your kids
about," junior Peter Battaglia said.
Since her first week almost eight years ago,
she still posts a new verse on the manila folder
daily She usually has a joke or two to share
as well. She laugliingly admitted most of her
jokes come fi'om the many Readers Digests
she collected over the years, or from clean joke
books she has picked up at the library.
Sometimes the verse on her cart changes
to an urgent prayer request, a quote from a
sermon or the devotional "The Daily Bread,"
but most of the time the handwritten notes
comc from the Bible.
"I tell kids when they see verses on my cart
I don't want them to think 1 am so spiritual,
because 1 am the number one person who
needs them, any verses are there for me first,"
Esther said.
She explained she received Christ at camp
at a young age, but after that she struggled
with some doubts about her salvation. She
thought when she became a follower of
SrKPi,iANiK LU(';A.S
Christ she would become a perfect person. GRANDMOTHERLY LOVE — The dining hall cleaning lady is always ready to share a
During this time of doubting, she went to verse, joke or conversation with students.
a Bible conference and heard the speaker childcare, kitchen staff youth clubs, house me to say anything."
struggled with the same doubts. Esther still cleaning, grocery stores, selling Tupperware
She went on to talk about her joy at
remembers the words he prayed, 'T.ord I and even selling worms.
students who have graduated and come back
don't want to have doubts anymore. 1 believe
Now working at the dining hall Esther sees to visit Liberty
you died on the cross for my sins, and I some interesting things.
"It's exciting to see the kids that have been
accept you." She prayed the same thing
"Everyday something happens that's here and come back," she said.
beside her bed one day and since then she funny," she said.
Esther talked about her past and how she
has grown, but she laughingly confessed she
One time, she said, a student sang karaoke wanted 15 kids, but only had three.
is not perfect and on a scale from one to 100, and asked her to come up on stage so he
"1 would have been a good Mrs. Dugger
she believes she is probably a four.
could sing to her. He would not take no for
... you know (the TLC show) 19 kids and
She talked about her love for the Lord and an answer so she told him with attitude to counting," Esther said.
how she trusts Him.
"find some pretty young girl."
Esther may not have 15 biological children,
"He's the main thing. 1 couldn't make it
Another time a student told Esther about but through the relationships she has built
without him that's for sure," Esther said. "Get how he wanted to go on a date with a girl he with many Liberty students, Esther now has
saved ... put God first and everything else liked, so Esther called the girl over and told
12,000 kids and counting.
will go into place."
her this, despite his embarrassment and red
She speaks from a vast life experience.
Esther has moved 30 times and had many
different jobs over the years from working

face. Looking back on this event Esther said,
"don't say anything to me if you don't want
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For ticketing info call 434.582.SEAT or purchase online a t www.liberty.edu/SA
For more Info email studentactivltlesinfo@liberty.edu or call 434.592.3061

Contact Amanda Magee at
ammagee^libertyedu.

TICKETPRiCES:

LU Student: $15 adv (with ID)
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